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(54) Titie: DECORATIVE ATTACHMENTS FOR SLEEVES AND METHODS FOR ITS APPLICATION 
(57) Abstract 

A decorative pop-up attachment is formed separately, or, alternatively, 
integrally with an item. The decorative pop-up attachment is positionable 
and/or connectable to an item, such as a pot or a container, a wrapping for a 
floral grouping, a wrapping for a pot or a container, a preformed flower pot 
cover, a floral grouping, a sleeve for a floral grouping, a sleeve for a pot or 
a container, or floral holding material. Methods for using decorative pop-up 
attachments. 
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DECORATIVE ATTACHMENTS FOR SLEEVES AND METHODS FOR ITS APPLICATION 
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to decorative pop-up attachments connected to or formed 
separately or integrally with floral holding material, floral wrappers, floral sleeves, pot 
wrappings, preformed flower pot covers, pot sleeves, pots arid/or containers, of the like, and 
the methods of making and using same; 

Description of Related Art 

Sheets of material have been utilized to form decorative' wrappings about flower pots 
and floral 1 groupings, and have been utilized to form preformed decorative flower pot covers. 
One fltiral wrapping is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 5VW 1^638^ entitled "Method For Wrapping 
An Object With" A Material Having- Pressure Sensitive Adhesive Thereon", which illustrates 
Wrapping pots with sheets of material A floral wrapping using a sheet of material is shown 
in U.S. Patent No. 5,1 81,364, entitled "Wrapping A Floral Grouping With Sheets Having 
Adhesive Or Cohesive Applied Thereto". A floral wrapping using a flattened or unflattened 
sleeve is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,428,939, entitled ''Method For Crimping A Wrapper 
About A Floral Grouping", and in U S; Patent: No. 5,497,881, entitled "Floral Grouping 
Wrapper And Methods". A wrapper for a plant package using a flattened or unflattened sleeve 
is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,572,851, entitied "Plant Package Having A Detachable Sleeve 
And Methods". Preformed decorative flower pot covers are disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 
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4,773,182, entitled "Article Forming System", which discloses a decorative article, and an 
article forming system. 

Labels have sometimes been applied to pots, and to floral wrappings, sleeves and 
preformed decorative flower pot covers. These labels include price labels, UPC bar code 
labels, and labels describing the plant contained within a container or wrapping, and/or its care 
(known in the art as "care tags"); 

Floral holding material, such as floral foam, has been used alone, or in combination 
with a pot or container, to hold flowers, living plants, and the like. 

The prior art discloses sheets of material, sleeves, pot wrappings, pots/containers, 
preformed pot cover, pot sleeves, floral holding material, and the like. The sheets, sleeves, 
pots/containers, pot wrappings, pot sleeves, preformed pot covers, and the like decoratively 
cover flowers and containers, and the prior art discloses labels for these items. 

The prior art does not disclose a decorative pop-up attachment which may be formed 
separately and connected to, or, alternatively, integrally formed with, a floral wrapper, a floral 
sleeve, a pot/container, a preformed pot cover, a pot sleeve, a pot wrapping, or floral holding 
material such as floral foam, and the like. 

Therefore, there is a need felt within the art for a, decorative pop-up attachment which 
utilizes not print or symbols (such as, but not by way of limitation, a UPC bar code), but which 
has a design, such as, but not by way of limitation, a whimsical character (a drawing of Peter 
Rabbit), used as a decoration on at least one end of a decorative pop-up attachment. In 
addition, such a decorative pop,up attachment may have a decorative end which follows the 
outer outline of the design indicia, thereon. Such a decorative end is complementary to the 
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shape of the design indicia, and forms part of the decoration of the decorative pop-up 
attachment. 

The decorative pop-up attachment is an attachment which is connected to the above- 
referenced items, or, alternatively, is formed integrally therewith, and which is designed to 
5 extend a distance from the item. The decorative pop-up attachment y^ill have a decoration 
which is whimsical, or related to a particular theme, such as, but not by way pf limitation, a 
birthday, holiday, aqmyersary, and the tike. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
,10 Decorative pop-up attachments which are formed separately or integrally with pots, pot 

wrappings, sleeve wrappings, sheet wrappings, preformed flower pot covers, which are 
disposed in floral groupings, and which are utilized with pot sleeve wrappers, floral sleeve 
wrappers, and which are utilized with floral holding material are shown and/or described in 
detail herein. Methods for using decorative attachments which are formed separately or 

15 integrally with pots, pot wrappings, sleeve wrappings, sheet wrappings, preformed flower pot 
covers, which are disposed in floral grouping?, and which are utilized with pot sleeve wrappers, 
floral sleeve wrappers, and which are utilized with floral holding material are shown and/or 
described in detail herein. The present disclosure includes both apparatus and methods of use, 
and all such disclosures are hereby incorporated in this section of the present application. 

20 It is an object of the present invention to provide a decorative pop-up attachment which 

utilizes not print or symbols (such as, but not by way of limitation, a UPC bar code), but 
which, rather, has a design, such as, but not by way of limitation, a whimsical character (for 
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* * «*«* — * • *■"■«■ on a, M. one end of the decode 

pop-op attachment. In addidot, i, is a goal of the present tovention „ ^ , 

pop-up attachment having a decdraiive end Which f„.bwa & outer outltoe of the design 
indicia .hereon, ft is a further objecdvd of M p*« teedddd * pmvide a decdmdve end 

*" * , * W *-^ ,e * lMa «- *W «f & design indicia, add therefore 

forfds par, of the decomdon of .he decorahvc pop-up ashmen! It is ye. a furtte goal of 
*= present invention to provide a de^dive pop-up a&chmen, which is connected „ fc 
above-referenced items, or, aftemadvely, is fonned integmUy .herewith, and which is designed 
to extend a distonce ftom the item It is ah objective of the present mvendon (c provide a 
decoradve pop-up auachment which has a decoration which is whimsical, or rdated to a 
pardcuiar ***** «. bm not by way of limitation, .birthday, hotiday, Ctmsmias, aud ft. 
like. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure . is a perspective view of the upper surface of a decoradve pop-up attachment 
formed from a sheet of materia, constructed to accordance with the preS en, inve „don, showing 
the des,gn md,cia on a decorative end, and showing one comer lifted for iUustranon pulses 
only. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the lower surface of a decorative pop-up attachment 
20 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a percpective view of apad of ahoea of materia., each of which fotma a 
decoradve pop-up attachment, showing a portion of the top sheet of materia! lifted ftom *. 
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pad, exposing the next sheet of material. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a pot, and a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a 
distance, therefrom. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the pot of Figure 4, but showing the decorative pop-up 
attachment disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface of the pot and positioned upon and 
connected to the pot. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a floral wrapping sheet of material, having one edge 
lifted for illustration purposes only. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the sheet of material of Figure 6, having a floral 
grouping disposed thereon. 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a sheet of material formed into a wrapping for the 
floral grouping, showing one portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material overlapping at 
least one other portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material to form the wrapping, and a 
decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance from the wrapping. 

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the wrapping for the floral grouping of Figure 8, but 
showing the decorative pop-up attachment disposed adjacent to the outer peripheral surface of 
the wrapping, and positioned upon and connected to the wrapping. 

Figure 10 is a perspective view of an opened sleeve used to form a wrapping for a floral 
grouping. 

Figiire 11 is a perspective view of the sleeve of Figure 10 which has formed a wrapping 
for a floral grouping disposed into and contained within the sleeve, the stem portion of the 
floral grouping extending beyond the lower end of the wrapping, and a decorative pop-up 
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attachment spaced a distance therefrom. 

Figure 12 is i****. view of the w^ of Figure ,,, lowing fc decoratfve 
pop-up anactaen. adjacM fc ^ ^ ^ _ ^ to ^ 

inner peripheral surface of the wrapping. 

5 Fi8 "' 13 " ' 12 «*» - «M3. showing Ae p laC eme», of 

.ho decorative pop-up atiachmeu. adjacent to ^ periphera , ^ rf ^ 

Figure 14 is a perspective view of a second sheet of material, one edge being lifted for 
illustration purposes only. 

Figure .5 is a perapective view of a po, disposed upon the upper surface of the second 
10 sheet of material shown in Figure 14. 

Figure ,6 is a perspective view of the po, and the second shea : of materia, of Figures 
14-15, but showing tire po. being partially wrapped bf the second sheet of material. 

16, but showing the second sheet of material f™i„ . . 

ei ot material forming a pot wrapping about the pot, and 

15 showing a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance away. 

Figure 18 is a perspective view of tire po, wrapped by me po, wrapping of Figure 17, 
bu, showing me decoridve ^, atlactaein ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

of the pot wrapping and positioned upon and connected thereto. 

Figure 19 is a perspective view of me pot wrapped by me po, wrapping of Figme 17 
» ttf shoeing tbe decnrativ. pop-up aftaciunen, disposed adjacent to me inner peripheral surface 
of the pot wrapping and positioned upon and connected therete. 

Figure 20 is a transverse view of Figure 19 taken at 20-20, showing m pUcemm , „ f 
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the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner peripheral surface of the pot wrapping. 

Figure 21 is a perspective view of a preformed flower pot cover. 

Figure 22 is a perspective view of a preformed flower pot cover, having a pot disposed 
into the retaining space, and showing a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance 
therefrom. 

Figure 23 is a perspective view of the preformed flower pot cover having a pot disposed 
therein of Figure 22, but showing the decorative pop-up attachment being disposed adjacent 
to the outer peripheral surface of the preformed flower pot cover and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

Figure 24 is a perspective view of the preformed flower pot cover having a pot disposed 
. therein of Figure 22, but showing the decorative pop-up attachment being disposed adjacent 
to the inner peripheral surface of the preformed flower pot cover and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

Figure 25 is a transverse view of Figure 24 taken at 25-25, 
showing the placement of the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner peripheral 
surface of the preformed flower pot cover. 

Figure 26 is a perspective view of a floral grouping having a flower portion and a stem 
portion, and having a decorative pop-up attachment disposed in the center of the flower portion 
of the floral grouping. 

Figure 27 is a top plan view of the floral grouping and decorative pop-up attachment 
shown in Figure 26. 

Figures 28 is a perspective view of a floral sleeve wrapper formed from a flattened 
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therewith. 



Figure 29 is a perspective view of the sleeve of Figure 28 hh. * • « 

* oi rigure 28, but showing the sleeve in 

an opened ^ an opened posidon creating a ^ 

Fi^e 30 is a ptrspecliye ^ rf fc ^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ 
bCutg^M^^ ^ * W*^^^^ 
of the s,eeve, the decorative ^ ^ ^ „ ^ , ^ ^ 

sleeve cnmped aboot a portion of (he floral gronping. 

Figure 32 is a perspeeflVe vie* of a po, sleeve toeo Ann, . s ,eeve, * sleeve having 
an upper s,eeve po« ^ is ^ md ^ ^ ^ ^ 

cover, ,he .ecoranve eoVer which is po^* shoe. a pot h*ing a 
ureren, *. decode pop-op anient heing fonnrf tat egra„v with the ferahve eover 
«■» 33 is . pers^ve viewers po, ofPIgure % bu , ^ , ^ 
of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figore 34 is a pe^pective vtew of the po, sleCTe of Fig*. 3 2 -33, hut showing . 
ereatet pordon of lhe uppef oflhe po , ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ 

anachhen. heing fonned in patt by the removal of * ^ ^ ^ 

Figure 35 is a perspective view of the po, s ,eeve of Fig^a 3 2-34, he, showing to 

decorative cover and extending a distance ttWfi™ a 

g distance therefrom, the decorative cover Having a non-linear 

decorative edge. 
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Figure 36 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the pot sleeve of Figures 32- 
35, the pot sleeve haying an upper sleeve portion and a lower portion forming the decorative 
cqyer, the decorative cover having a skirt formed therewith, the decorative pop-up attachment 
being formed integrally with the, decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom. 
5 Figure 37 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 36, but showing a portion 

of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 38 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 36-37, but showing a 
greater portion of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached, the decorative pop-up 
attachment being formed in part by the removal of the upper sleeve portion. 
_10 Figure 39 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 36-38, but showing the 

^ upper sleeve portion removed, and the decorative pop-up attachment formed integrally with the 
„ t . decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative coyer having a skirt formed 
^therewith. 

Figure 40 is a perspective view of a pot sleeve formed from a sleeve, the sleeve having 
15 an upper sleeve portion which is removable, and a lower portion which forms a decorative 
cover, the decorative cover which is positioned about a pot having a floral grouping disposed 
therein, the decorative pop-up attachment being formed separately, and disposed adjacent the 
inner peripheral surface of at least a portion of the pot sleeve and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

20 Figure 41 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 40, but showing a portion 

of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 42 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 40-41, but showing a 
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g^er portion of upper S leev e poru^ oflhe ^ slKVe 

urn 43 is . ******* or*, po, slMVe of Kgraes 4M2> ta stow . g ^ 

^ sleevd portion «^ «, ». ^ ^ attachment ^ „ ^ 

decorative cover and extending a distance ther,.*™, a a 

8 mStance ^ta- the decorat,ve cover having anon-linear 

decorative edge. 

Figure 44 is a transverse view of Figure 43 later, at 44.44. 
showing * ptaoetnen, of Ute decode pop-up mmkt ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
decorative cover. 

Figure 45 is a perfective view of a pd, aieeve fomred fa. a sleeve, tbe sieeve having 
an upper sleeve portion wW ch is rentable, -i a lower portion which fomra a decode 
cover, ,he decode cover which U . „, ^ ..^ ^ ^ 

■h-en, Ure decoradve W ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

on., surface of a. ,east a portion of the po, sleeve ^ ^ ^ md ^ ^ 
Ftgure 46 is aperapecnv. view of & * sleeve 6f PigMS ^ ww ^ fc ^ 
of ure po, s,eeve, showing the decorative pop-up anachtnen, ^ ^ ^ ^ 
connected to at leas, a portion of the outer surface of the po. sleeve. 

Ftgure 47 is a perspective view of the pd, s,eeve of Figure 45-46, but showing a po„,o„ 
of the upper sleeve portion of the po, sleeve detached. 

Figure 48 is a perspective view of the po, sleeve of Figures 45-47, bu, showing a 
greater portion of & upper sleeve portion of the pd, sleeve dehtcned 

Figu* 49 is a perspective view of the pd, a,eeve of Figurt, 45-48, bu, showing to 
-PPct sleeve portion rteftdvdd, and flte ddoort*, pop. up ^ „ fc 
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decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative cover having a skirt formed 
toere\yith. 

Figure 50 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
attachment, showing a pot having floral foam disposed therein, and showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment spaced a distance therefrom; 

Figure 51 is a perspective view of the pot haying floral foam disposed therein of Figure 
50, but showing a floral grouping disposed in the floral foam, and showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 52 is a transverse view of Figure 51 taken at 52-52, showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 53 is a transverse view similar to that taken at 52-52, but showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment having a bonding material disposed thereon, the decorative pop-up 
attachment connected via the bonding material to the pot, and the pot having floral foam and 
a floral grouping disposed fherein. 

Figure 54 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the decorative pop^up 
attachment, showing a pot having floral foam disposed therein, and showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment spaced a distance therefrom, the decorative pop-up attachment having design 
indicia thereon which is representative of a bow. 

Figure 55 is a perspective view of the pot and decorative pop-up attachment of Figure 
54, but showing a floral grouping disposed in the floral foam, and showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 56 is a perspective view of yet another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
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attachment, similar to that shown in Figures <4 « u • 

»gures 54-55, but showing a bow connected to the 
decorative end of the decorative pop-up attachment *u a 

P up attachment, the decorative pop-up attachment having 
a shape which is complimentary to the outer portions of the bow. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
The EmhnHi^ente nf p,^,, ] ? 
„ Figures ,,, ^ ^ by fc ^ ^ ^ ' 
— . POP-. ^ wWok „ w b ^ & preMnt bvarton 

The decorative pop-up attachment 10 comprises at u*A 

P SCS 3t leaSt one sheet of material 12. The sheet 
of matenal 12 has an upper surface 14 o i , 

K 16 ^^ofthe sheet of material 
lifted for illustration purposes only), and an outer peripherv 18 T * • , 
K . .. , t Periphery 18. In the embodiment shown in 
Figure I, the outer periphery 18 of the sheet of material io 

side 22 „ •„ 00011,1,868 3 ** SidC 2 °> a 

side 22, a third side 24, and a fourth side 26 It will Ke , • „ 

' " W1 " be sedated that the sheet of material 

12 may comprise a variety of shapes, f 

" -ver, th, the sheet of material 12 may have more than one decode end 30 
(hat is, a plurality of decorative ends 30 Onesuehrf. 

do. One such decoratt.e pop-up attachment with a, leas, 

^enston F or ^ Mcia For ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Methods", issued to Weder et a. a 

'•• I3 - »* WW is hereby specif 

incorporated by reference herein. It will be,, . a v 

*" ^ d46Mive W U shown hKein . The „ 

* uccoranve end 30 comprises design 
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indicia 32 on at least one surface thereof. The design indicia 32 may be on the upper surface 
14, the lower surface 16, or both the upper surface .14 and the lower surface 16 (Figures 1-2). 
"Design indicia" as used herein includes, but not by way of limitation, fanciful designs such 
as rabbits, hearts, balloons, pumpkins, clover, and the like. Additional examples of design 
indicia include flowers (such as roses, daisies, lilacs), plants (such as fruits, vegetables, clover, 
grasses, trees), animals (rabbits, dogs, cats, birds, alligators, fish and the like), insects, fictional 
characters (such as cartoon characters), and/or real characters (such as a photograph of an 
individual), and the like. Design indicia 32 may vary between the upper surface 14 and the 
lower surface 16 of the sheet of material 12 (Figures 1-2). That is, either the upper surface 14, 
or, alternatively, the lower surface 16, or, in another alternative, both surfaces, may have design 
indicia 32 thereon. In addition, the upper surface 14 and the lower surface 16 may each have 
different design indicia 32 disposed on each surface. 

The design indicia 32 may be disposed upon the sheet of material 12 by use of a dye, 
ink, and/or pigment. Such dyes, inks, and/or pigments are known in the art and are 
commercially available, and may be disposed upon or incorporated in the sheet of material 12 
by any method described herein or known in the art. That is, the design indicia 32 may be 
painted upon the sheet of material 12, sprayed upon the sheet of material 12, printed upon the 
sheet of material 12, or incorporated in the sheet of material 12 during the extrusion process. 
The extrusion of polymer films is well-known in the art. 

The sheet of material 12 may closely follow the design indicia 32, and be 
complementary to the shape of at least a portion of the design indicia. In this manner, the 
sheet of material 12 forms at least a portion of the design indicia 32 by following the outline 
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om Mcia 3 , ^ of mattrial I2 may nM foiiow & ^ o( 

shape. 

A bonding material 33 may, ODtionallv k» ^ i 

y, optionally, be disposed on the sheet of material 12, on 

either the upper surface 14 (Figure n tu- i * 

(Figure 1), the lower surface 16, or both surfaces. Alternatively 

however, the sheet of material 12 may be free nf , k a- 

may be free of a bondmg material 33. As illustrated in 
Figure 1, the bonding material 33, if present ic „a j- 

. Present, is often disposed on the upper surface 14 of the 

sheet of material 12. The bonding material 11 n,*,, . , 

g matenal 33 may also be disposed in a strip of bonding 

material 33, although the bonding material 11 a i c „ tJ V 

g matenal 33 also could be applied to a surface of the sheet 
of material 12 be in the form of soacerf anart . 

nn of spaced apart spots or the bonding material 33 may be disposed 

on one or more surfaces of the sheet of material 12 in any geomefric shape, non-geomefric 
-d/or asymmetric shape, or any combing thereof, including any pattern or P Wty of 

patterns. Further, the bonding material 11 m «, e 

g material 33 may form at least a part, or, alternatively, all of me 

pattern on each strip of material t« • 

matenal. In this instance, the bonding material 33 may comprise one 

or more colors; the bonding material li m o„ 

g matenal 33 may comprise one or more patterns as well, as 

described above, and could form * now „ . 

u M fo™ apartofthedK ,^ indicia ^ 0 „e Mc h bonding nmeria, 

is described in U.S. Patent No S iai iqo , , 

No. 5,347,789, entitled, "Decorative Material Having A Colored 
Sticky Element Disposed Thereon v nm ;~ a . r 

Thereon Forming At Least A Portion Of A Decoration And Method- 
issued to Donald E. Weder, on September 20 1994 anrf w , • u • u . 

U ' 1994 and which is hereby incorporated herein 

by reference. 

Turning to the characteristics of the sheet of material 12, 

the sheet of material 12 has a thicks ». - 

thickness m a range from about 0.5 mils to about 50 mils. 
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Often, the sheet of material 12 has, a thickness in a range from about 1.0 mils to about 30 mils. 
In some embodiments, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range from about 3.0 mils to 
about 25 mils. In other embodiments, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range from 
about 4 mils to about 15 mils. And in yet still another embodiment, the sheet of material has 
a thickness in a range from about 4 mils to about 10 mils. The sheet of material 12 is 
constructed of a material which is at least somewhat flexible. 

The sheet of material 12 may comprise any shape or combination of shapes, and a 
portion of a rectangular shape, is shown in Figure 1 only by way of example. The sheet of 
material 12 for example may be square, rectangular, circular or any other geometric, non- 
geometric, asymmetric or fanciful shape, such as heart shaped, for example only, or any 
combination of geometric and non-geometric shapes, as shown in Figures 1-2. The sheet of 
material 12 may be constructed of a single layer of material or a plurality of layers of the same 
or different types of materials. The layers of material comprising the sheet of material 12 may 
be laminated together or connected together by any method known in the art. 

In one embodiment, the sheet of material 12 is a relatively thin, flexible material 
constructed from a plastic film. Alternatively, a paper may be utilized, alone, or in 
combination with other sheets of material described herein. One such plastic film (Hercules 
B523 oriented polypropylene packaging film (clear)), is available from Hercules Incorporated, 
Hercules Plaza, Wilmington, DE 19894. Such sheets of material may be laminated together 
or may be connected together by any method known in the art, or may remain partially or 
completely unconnected,. 

The sheet of material 12 shown in Figures 1-2 is constructed from any suitable material 
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that is cap*b,e of having m characteristics m ^ ^ ^ & ^ rf 
materia, .2 may compr* paper (IM tenS ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
paper, corrogaen paper * cardboard or any other form of paper serial). The ahee, of 
^ "T- fiU ' Star, meafiaed fihn, fabric (woven „ 

nonwoven or synfirefic or natural), fiber, bur,ap, or any combination .hereof. 

Tbe «enn -ptaic W as « herein means a thermdpMc resinous roaeria,, suoh as 
m no, by way of .imitation, a man-made po.ynrer such as, bu, no, by way of iimfiafion, a 

polypropylene. The term "plastic film" „~j ,, . , , 

p e mm as used herem also means a naturally occurring 

poller such a, coUophane. A plasfic fihn, as contemplate and describe* in deal, herein 

is redely strong and no, a, subject to rearing (substantia,* n0Mearabfc) , m ^ „ e ^ 

case with paper or foil. 

The sheet of material 12 has a length 34 exi^i™ k-«, 

a lengtn 34 extending between the first and second sides 

20 and 22 of the sheet of material 12 The cIim „f „,„♦ • , , * 

nai iz. ine sheet of material 12 also has a width 35 extending 

between the third and fourth sides 24 and 26 of the sheet of material 12. 

The sheet of material 12 may be constructed of a single layer of material or a plurality 
of layers of the same or different types of material, One or more sheets of material may be 
laminated or bonded together, coinplete.y or partially, by any method known in the art. When 
multiple sheets of material ,2 are used, the sheets of material 12 need not be uniform in si 2e 
or shape. That is, one sheet may extend beyond at least a portion of the outer periphery of 
another sheet of material. 

As noted earlier, a bonding material 33 may be disposed on the sheet of materia. 12, 

in any pattern or shape: One method for disposing a hosiHW * • , 

F * 8 oonaing material, in this case an 
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adhesive, on a sheet of material is described in U.S. Patent No. 5,111,637 entitled "Method For 
Wrapping A Floral Grouping" issued to Weder et al., on May 12, 1992 and which is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. Another method for disposing a bonding material in order 
to laminate two sheets of material is described in U.S. Patent No. 4,297,811 entitled 
"Laminated Printed Foil Flower Pot Wrap With Multicplor Appearance, issued to Weder on 
November 3, 1981, which is also hereby inpprporated herein by reference. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein means an adhesive, possibly a pressure 
sensitive adhesive, or a cohesive. Where the bonding material is a cohesive, a similar cohesive 
material must be placed on the adjacent surface for bondingly contacting and bondingly 
engaging with the cohesive material. The term "bonding; material" also includes materials 
which are heat sealable and, in this instance, the adjacent portions of the material must be 
brought into contact and then heat must be applied to effect the seal. The term "bonding 
material" when used herein also means a lacquer, which may be applied to the sheet of material 
and, in this instance, heat, sound waves, or vibrations, also must be applied to effect the sealing 
of the lacquer. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein also means any type of material or thing 
which can be used to effect the bonding or connecting of the two adjacent portions of the 
material or sheet of material to effect the connection or bonding described herein. The term 
"bonding material" also includes ties, labels, bands, ribbons, strings, tape, staples or 
combinations thereof. Some of the bonding materials would secure the ends of the sheet of 
material while other bonding material may bind the circumference of a wrapper or wrapping. 
Another way to secure the wrapping is to heat seal the ends of the material to another portion 
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of the material. One way to do this is to contact the ends with an iron of sufficient heat to 
heat seal the material. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein also means any heat or chemically 
shrinkage material, and static electrical or other electrical means, magnetic means, mechanical 
or barb-type fastening means or clamps, curl-type characteristics of the film or materials 
incorporated in the sheet of material which can cause the material to take on certain shapes, 
and any type of welding method which may weld portions of the sheet to itself or to a pot or 
container, or to both the sheet itself and a pot or container. 

The sheet of material 12 may consist of designs or decorative patterns which are 
printed, etched, and/or embossed thereon using inks or other printing materials. An example 
of an ink which may be applied to either surface of the sheet of material 12 is described in 
U S. Patent No. 5,147,706 entitled "Water Based ink On Foil And/Or Synthetic Organic 
Polymer" issued to Kingman oh Sep. 15, 1992 and which is hereby incorporated herein by 
reference. In addition, the sheet of material 12 may have various colorings, coatings, 
embossings, flockings and/or metallic finishes, or other decorative surface ornamentation 
applied separately or simultaneously. The sheet of material 12 may be characterized totally 
or partially, but not by way of limitation, by pearlescent, translucent, transparent, iridescent, 
neon, holographic, or the like, qualities. Each of the above-named characteristics may occur 
alone or in combination with other characteristics described herein, and may be applied to the 
upper and/or lower surface of the sheet of material 12. Moreover, each surface of the sheet 
of material 12 may vary in the combination of such characteristics. The sheet of material 12 
may also be partially or completely opaque, translucent, clear and/or tinted transparent. 
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The sheet of material 12 may also optionally comprise one or more shape sustaining 
elements (not shown). "Shape sustaining elements" means wire or rods, or other elements 
made from metal, plastic (synthetic resinous plastic), cardboard or other thickened paper 
product, fiber, wood, or a combination thereof, which imparts sufficient shape to permit the 
sheet of material 12 to extend a distance from a floral wrapping, a pot or container and/or a 
preformed flower pot cover, as described in greater detail below. Such a shape sustaining 
element (not shown) may be attached to the sheet of material 12 via a bonding material, the 
element laminated between sheets of material 12, or by any method described herein or known 
in the art. 

It will be understood that the shape sustaining element may be used to bend and shape 
r the decorative pop-up attachment 10. The shape sustaining element may be utilized to form 
: the decorative pop-up attachment 10 into a shape which is complementary to the design indicia 
32 contained thereon. The shape sustaining element may also be utilized to extend the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10 a distance from the item to which it is attached 

When the decorative pop-up attachments 10 are used, one or more of the decorative 
pop-up attachments 10 are correctable to a pot or container, a wrapping for flowers (a sheet 
of material or a sleeve), a wrapping for a pot or container, or a preformed flower pot cover. 
Each decorative pop-up attachment 10 will extend a distance from the pot/container, the 
wrapping (for a floral grouping or a pot/container), or the preformed flower pot cover, so that 
the design indicia 32 on the decorative end 30 may be displayed. In many instances, each 
decorative pop-up attachment 10 will extend a substantial distance from the pot/container, the 
wrapping (for a floral grouping or a pot/container), or the preformed flower pot cover. Each 
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Of these applications is discussed in detail below. 

The decor*. ^ msef, ,0 may also Comprise * ^ ftr , m 

*** "* * * «e a prated Menage (no. shown,. 

In ye, another alternative, the neeorauve pop-up teeH ,o bay have a cbhndedng portion (no, 
shown, on to she., of materia, .2 where , card Or lmaU sheet of materia, ^ , mmg ^ 
whether hand^nen or pre-printed, could be connected to the decorative pop-up adachnen, 
10. Such a ejecting portion may be tented by bonding material, by a ate (bo, shown, in 
the decorative pop-up artaebmeut, or by any moans and/or method known in the art One sncn 
similar decorative pop-up artachnieu, wiib an area for potato, a written or preprinted 
message, or the attachment of a message, is diacWdd in U.S. Pate bid. 5,544,469, endued 
trapping Material Having Ah Erdcnsidn ForDesign Indicia For Wrapping Flower Pota And 
Flora. Ariangemeuts And Ntehpds", ®m to Weder e, al, Oh August 13, ,99 6 , whicn has 
been previously incorporated by reference herein. 

Embodiment of Fipiirp ^ 
Shown in Figure 3 is a modified decorative pop-up attachment 10a formed from a sheet 
of material ,2a which is identical to , he decorative pop-up artachmen, 1 0 and sheet of material 
12 shown in Figurda 1-2 and described in d«h« previously, e*cep, tita, ,be sheet of material 
12a is formed into a group of sheets of material 12a whicb are stacked and aligned, generally, 
W. no. by way of hStitatior, ode on top of die other to tern a pad 3d of sheets of material 



12 a. 



The pad 36 comprises a top sheet 37 having a next sheet 38 disposed directly 
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thereunder- with additional sheets of material 12a disposed under the next sheet 38, all sheets 
collectively forming the pad 36 of sheets of material 12a (one edge of the top sheet 37 lifted 
for illustration purposes only). The sheets of material 12a are generally aligned^ and may, 
optionally,^ but not by way of limitation, be connected together via a bonding material (not 
sho>vn),: ; such as, but not by way of limitation, a pressure sensitive adhesive. 

It will be appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment 10a may also be provided 
via a roll of sheets of material 12a (not shown). Such a roll may provide one, or a plurality, 
of decorative pop-up attachments 10a (not shown). Such a plurality of decorative pop-up 
attachments 10a would likely be separated by perforations, permitting each one to be easily 
separated from the roll (not shown). Alternatively, a plurality of decorative pop-up attachments 
10a contained within a roll of decorative pop-up attachments 10a would be easily separated 
from a roll via a dispenser having a cutting edge (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of Fieures 4-5 

Shown in Figure 5 is a decorative pop-up attachment 10b constructed from a sheet of 
material 12b, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment 10b is disposed on and connected 
to a pot 40. 

The flower pot 40, illustrated in Figure 4, comprises an upper end 42, a lower end 44 
and an outer peripheral surface 46. The upper end 42 has an opening 48 that is formed in the 
flower pot 40, with a portion of the flower pot opening 48 intersecting the upper end 42 of the 
flower pot 40 forming an inner peripheral surface 50 and a retaining space 52..: A rim 54, 
namely a thickened "collar," surrounds the opening 48, and extends circularly around the upper 
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end 42 of the flower pot 40. The flower pot opening 48 is sized arid shaped for receiving a 
floral groupings the floral grouping being retained in the retaining space 52 of the flower pot 
40 (not shown). 

The term "flower pot" means any type of container used to hold a floral grouping. 
Examples of flower pots 40 used in accordance with the present invention include clay flower 
pots, plastic flower pots, fiber flower pots, metal pots, paper mache pots, glass flower pots, 
baskets, and any combination thereof. 

In a method of use, as shown in Figure 5, the decorative pop-up attachment 10b is 
disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface 46 of the pot 40. The decorative pop-up 
attachment 10b is positioned upon the outer peripheral surface 46 of the pot 40, and connected 
' to the outer peripheral surface 46 of the pot 40 via a bonding material 33b: When the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10b is connected to the pot 40 as described previously, the 
decorative poprup attachment 10b extends a distance from the pot 40. 

It will be understood that, alternatively, the decorative pop-up attachment 10b could be 
disposed adjacent the inner peripheral surface 50 of the pot 40, and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto (not shown). It will be appreciated that when the decorative pop-up 
attachment 10b is disposed adjacent the inner peripheral surface 50 of the pot 40, the 
decorative pop-up attachment may be held in place via bonding material which connects to the 
pot (not shown), or, alternatively, by a frictional engagement between the inner peripheral 
surface 50 of the pot 40 and any growing medium and/or floral grouping and/or other material 
contained in the pot 40 (not shown), or, in another alternative, by any other means or method 
known in the art. 
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The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 6-9 
Shown in Figures 8-9 is a decorative pop-up attachment 10c constructed from a sheet 
of material 12c, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is disposed on and connected to 
5 a wrapping containing a floral grouping 55. 

"Floral grouping", as shown best herein in Figure 7 and as used herein and means fresh 
cut flowers, artificial flowers, other fresh and/or artificial plants or other floral materials and 
may include other secondary plants and/or ornamentation which add to the aesthetics of the 
overall floral grouping 55. The floral grouping 55 comprises a flower portion 56 which may 
10 comprise either a bloom or foliage portion and a stem portion 57. However, it will be 
^appreciated that the floral grouping 55 may consist of only a single bloom or only foliage (not 
^jshown). "Floral grouping" as used also includes any living plant which is contained within a 
flower pot as described herein. Such a floral grouping 55 

. may include, as well as a flower portion 56 and a stem portion 57, a root portion contained in 
15 a growing medium or other material (not shown). 

^ ; As mentioned previously, the floral grouping 55 may be wrapped or held in a wrapping. 
The wrapping may be formed from a floral wrapping sheet of material 58 wrapped about the 
floral grouping 55, as shown in Figures 6-8. Such a floral wrapping sheet of material 58, as 
shown in Figures 6-7, has an upper surface 59, a lower surface 60 and an outer periphery 61. 
20 It will be understood that the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 has the same or similar 
characteristics as those previously described herein for the sheet of material 12 which forms 
the decorative pop-up attachment 10. 
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In a method of taring a wrapping miffing a floral wrapping shed of material 58, a 

"*"««** 55 iS * * '«< sheet of material 58. as shown in Figure 

7. At leas, Orie portion of.be floral wrapping of mattria , 5g „ ^ „ ^ 

one other portion of the floral wrapping sheet Of material 58, as shown in Figura g, ^ 
fonning a wrapping 62. wi,. he appt^M « the flora, ^ ^ 0 f material 58 
may. oprionally, have a bonding n^ di^ ton ^ ^ ^ fc ^ 

^^^ofnt^^Sin ^w^ ^ tonWttod of fonntog .'w^pping 
about a floral gronpihg is described in US. Patent No. 5.18U04, endued -Wrapping A Floral 
Grouping Witt Sheets Having Adhesive Or Cohesive Apphed Thereto", issued to Wede, on 
Jannao- 26, 1993, which is hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

The wrapping 62 has an upper end 64, a lower end 66 and an onrer peripheral surface 
68. An opening 70 inters & upper end 64 fornring » inner peripheral surface 72 and a 
retaining space 74. The flota! grouping 55 is t«ained in ft. refining „ *. 74 of A* wiping 

62. The opening 70 alaO mtersec* the lower Odd 66, fonning a !ower opemng 76, flom which 
flte aem pen™ 57 of to floral ^ „ ^ . ( ^ ^ ^ 

.he lower end 66 of Ore wrapping 62 is Cosed („„« sh own). Further, it wi,l be understood tha, 
the upper end of the wrapping 62 may also be closed (no, shown). 

In a method of use, the denotative pop-np attachment 10c is disposed adjacent the outer 
peripheral anrface 68 of the Wrapping 62. The decorative pop-up attachment .0c « posidoned 
upon the outer peripheral smfaco 68 of flt. wrapping 62, and is men connected to the outer 
peripheral anrface 68 of the wrapping 62 via the bonding mafcrial 33c. When connected to flte 
trapping 62. the decorative pop-np attachment ,06 extends a disranoe from me wrapping 62. 
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It will be understood that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c could be disposed 
adjacent to the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62, and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto (not shown). In this instance, the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is 
connected to the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62 via the bonding material 33c, 
or, alternatively, via a frictional engagement between the floral grouping 55, the decorative 
pop-up attachment 10c and the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62, or, in another 
alternative, between overlapping folds of the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 which forms 
the wrapping 62. It will be appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c in these 
embodiments (not shown) extends a distance from the wrapping 62 (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the wrapping 62 may, alternatively, be crimped about the 
;;stem portion 57 or any other portion of the floral grouping 55 (not shown). Such crimping or 
gathering permits the wrapping 62 to closely engage the stem portion 57 or other portion of 
;the floral grouping 55 (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 10-13 

Shown in Figures 1 1-13 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOd constructed from a sheet 
of material 12d, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOd is disposed on and connected 
to a sleeve which forms a wrapping 62d containing a floral grouping 55d. 

Such a sleeve may be formed from a continuous web, may be formed from one sheet 
of material, may be formed from two sheets of material, or may be formed from a plurality of 
sheets of material. The sleeve remains in a flattened state when not in use. To use the sleeve 



25 



WO 99/60552 



PCT/US99/1I380 



deacnbed bereta, to sieeve mu s, be opened and heM ope „ 10 pennjt fc ^ fc ^ a 
^nS space ft* aft,*, gr„u pi n, ttwi „ „ ^ fc ^ ^ 

s,eeve3 ,hes»e .te *y herein forsB6ets 

ft Be pre** inaance, bo, no, by way of Ibnimion, ft e sleeve „« IiZ ed as a wrapping 

^ »•«-* ** «< tf upper end o4d, a ^ «, «, 

and an surface o8d. Wfch ileeve „ , ^ „ ^ „ 

- opening 70d inteec* * Upper end m forrniug an inner peripb^a, su face 72d ^ . 
reOuung space 74d. Sucb aieeves are disposed in bod, U.S. Hm No . 5 , 572 , 85I , ^ 
"Wan, Package Having A DeUcbable S.eeve And ^ to Novendrer ,2 

^ m U — Having A Debacbabie Portion Fo-nnng 

A Sldrt And Med^, issued to Weder, May „, I997 . wbicb are bereby Meowed by 
reference herein. 

""fflbeappreda,* as ebowninFigu.es lUi.tt^^tUU^mt 

" *• ^ *"* *» ^ » iower end «6d, forming 

a iower opening ,« «, to wrapping 62 d as we,,. Often wben <bere is a iowe, opening 7dd 
sucb as mu**. berein (Figures , ,-U), slem pWo „ ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
ex,ends drereftndugb, Aitaadvely, fc ^ ^ M may be ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 
ftulber air^nve, * m m ^ ^ ^ ^ „ ^ ^ ^ 

ftl'MUtf***!* in Figures .0-1!, .h, florai grtnping 5 5d is diapoaed in to 

the wrapping 62d, with the stein end 57d disposed intri th, • ™ . 

<us P° sed mt0 the opening 70d in the upper end 64d 

of the wrapping 62d. The floral grouping 55d is retain,*, in * -H - 

& upmg ojQ is retained in the retaining space 74d, and the 
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flower portion 56d of the floral grouping 55d is disposed adjacent and/or near the upper end 
64d of the wrapping 62d, while the stem portion 57d of the floral grouping 55d extends 
through the lower opening 76d. 

As illustrated in Figures 11-13, the decorative pop-up attachment lOd is disposed 
adjacent the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d. The decorative pop-up 
attachment lOd is positioned upon the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d, and 
is then connected to the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d (Figures 12-13) via 
a bonding material, or, alternatively, via a frictional engagement between the inner peripheral 
surface 72d of the wrapping 62d, the decorative pop-up attachment lOd and the floral grouping 
55d (not shown), or in another alternative, by any means and/or method known in the art. 
When connected to the wrapping 62d, the decorative pop-up attachment lOd extends a distance 
from the wrapping 62d. 

It will be understood that the decorative pop-up attachment lOd could be disposed 
adjacent to the outer peripheral surface 68d of the wrapping 62d, and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto via the bonding material 33d, or by any other means or method shown and/or 
described herein, or known in the art (not shown). In this instance as well, the decorative pop- 
up attachment lOd extends a distance from the wrapping 62d (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the wrapping 62d may, alternatively, be crimped about the 
stem portion 57d or any other portion of the floral grouping 55d (not shown). Such crimping 
or gathering permits the wrapping 62d to closely engage the stem portion 57d or other portion 
of the floral grouping 55d (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 14-20 
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Sho*b i„ Figllre 17 . 20 „ a decomivt ^ ^ ^ ^ a ^ 

of — « ,2e, which is e*a«, y * tte ^ w . up ^ 10 ^ ^ ^ ^ 
— R exeep, tha, the de.ra.ive ^ , fc 6 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

a sheet of materia! fcming . poi ^ fc ^ ^ f ^ ^ 

sized to wrap a pot ,0, It * * ap„ M fc ^ ^ ^ 
the eharactenanca described earlier for the sheet of material 12. 

* second sheet or materia, n has a. upper ^ 80 , , ^ ^ ^ ^ 
oa. ff peHphe. 8 , W ^ sheet of ^ ?8 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
material thereon (not shown). 

m a method of use, a po, 40a is diapoaad on one !nriice> , ^ ^ ^ 

of ataxia, « is *rapp M by * operator abba, the outer perbrhera, surface 46e of * p., ^ 
fonaia, *h po, wrappht, «. « „, ^ „ ^ fa ^ ^ ^ 

— -Method Per Wra Ppmg ^ Object With A MateHa, „ avmg P^, ^ 
Adhesive Thereon, issued „ Weder , ^ la> |J% ^ „ ^ 

The PO, wrapp lng 86 , when formed , has „ ^ ^ ^ § ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ 
P-rphera, surface * opening 94 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

So mav aiso have a afcrt , „ „ Wch extends ^ ^ ^ ^ , ( ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 
shown in Figures 17-261 
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The decorative pop-up attachment lOe is shown, in Figures 17-18, to be disposed 
adjacent the outer peripheral surface 92 of the pot wrapping 86 via a bonding material, or via 
any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe, when disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface of the 
pot wrapping 86, is positioned on the pot wrapping 86 then connected to the pot wrapping 86 
via a bonding material 33e, or via any other means or method known in the art. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe is positioned on and connected to the pot wrapping 86, the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe extends a distance from the pot wrapping 86. 

Alternatively, as shown in Figures 19-20, the decorative pop-up attachment lOe may 
be disposed adjacent the inner peripheral surface 96 of the pot wrapping 86. In this instance, 
f the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is usually disposed adjacent both the inner peripheral 
surface 96 of the pot wrapping and the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe may be connected to the pot wrapping 86 via frictional 
icngagement, a bonding material 33e, or any other means or method known in the art. When 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is positioned on and connected to the pot wrapping 86, 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe extends a distance from the pot wrapping 86. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 21-25 

Shown in Figures 22-25 is a decorative pop-up attachment 1 Of constructed from a sheet 
of material 12f, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOf is disposed on and connected to 
a preformed flower pot cover 102. 

A preformed flower pot cover 102 is illustrated in Figure 21. One such similar 
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System", issued «o Wed* « a,. oh 27, and is hertby taco,pora,.d herein by 

referenced. The preformed flow* par tov er l«z has an upper end 104, a .bwer end 106 and 
anourerperipbera, surface .08. An opening ItOhta ft. upper end . 04 of the preformed 
flowerpot cove, 102 forming an inn* peripteral surfac. 112 and a renuning tpae. „«. 
a^a between ft. uppef end 104 and ft, lower end 106 of the pfeformed flower pot ecver 102 
is fte base 116. Optionally, the preformed flower pot cover 102 may have a skir, 1 18 which 
extends from fte upper end 104 of the base 116. 

in a method of use, an operator disposes a pot 40f into the retaining space 1 .4 of the 
preformed flower po, cover 102, as shown m Figure 22. In mis manner, fte outer peripheral 
surface 46f of ft. po. 40f is adjacent fte inner peripheral surface 112 of fte preform* fl 0 „er 
pot cove* 102. It will be appreciated fta, fte po, 40f, Or any pd, shown and described herein, 
may contain a floral grouping 55f. 

In a method of using fte decorative pop-up attachmeni lOf, shown in Figures 22-23, 
■he decorative pop-Up aaachmen, lOf is disposed adjacent ft. out* p.riphdral surface log of 
ft. pr.form=d flower po, cover 102. The decorative pop-up atiadhment 10f when disposal 
adjacen, , h e outer peripheral surface log of the preforms flow., po, cover 102, is position*, 
upon ft. preformed flower po. cover 102 and connoted ,„ ft. pr.fort.ed flower po, cover 102 
via a bonding materia, 33f, or via any other nuans or moftod shown and/or described herein, 
or known ft ft, m . W te d^ ^ ,of « positioned on and 

connect ft ft. prefonne<i floWCT Mver , 02 fc ^ ^ ^ 

a distance from the preformed flower po, cover 102. 
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Alternatively, as illustrated in Figures 24-25, the decorative pop-up attachment 1 Of may 
be disposed adjacent the inner peripheral surface 112 of the preformed flower pot cover pot 
wrapping 86. In this instance, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf is usually disposed adjacent 
both the inner peripheral surface 92 of the preformed flower pot cover 102 and the outer 
peripheral surface 46f of the pot 40f. The decorative pop-up attachment 1 Of may be connected 
to the preformed flower pot cover 102 via frictional engagement, a bonding material 33f, or 
any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOf is positioned on and connected to the preformed flower pot 
cover 102, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf extends a distance from the preformed flower 
pot cover 102. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 26-27 
Shown in Figures 26-27 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOg constructed from a sheet 
of material 12g, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOg is disposed in the center of a 
floral grouping 55g. 

The decorative pop-up attachment lOg is connected to any portion of the floral grouping 
55g, that is, the flower portion 56g and/or the stem portion 57g, via a bonding material (not 
shown), or, alternatively, via a frictional engagement, or via any means or method known in 
the art. It will be appreciated that the floral grouping 55g may be disposed in a pot (not 
shown), or in a wrapping formed from either a floral wrapping sheet of material or a sleeve 
(not shown), or in a pot wrapped in a pot wrapping (not shown), or in a pot disposed in a 
preformed flower pot cover (not shown). 
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In a method of use, Ae decorative pop. U p insert 10g is insmed imo ^ OTter of fa 
flora, grouping 55g, as shown in Figures 26-27. The decorative pop-up insert 10g is disposed 
in the floral grouping 55 g such that the decorative end 30g and the design indicia 32g the«o„ 
extends a distance away from Ute flora, grouping S5g, and, particularly, a diaance from fc 
flower portion 56g of the floral grouping 55g. 

The Embodiments and Met hods ofFig ures 23£1 
Shown in Figures 28-3, and designated therein by Ore genera, referee numeral ,20 
is a flora, alcove wrapper for a floral grouping 55h construct* mom a, leas, one sheet of 
material. The floral sleeve wrapper ,20 comprises a s,eeve 122 which may be fotmed mom 
a single web and/or a single sheet of materia,, which may be formed from rtvo sheers of 
materia, whioh are ahgned and connected togemer, or which may be fonned from muWp.e 
sheets of materia, which are connected together to form the s,=eve ,22. It win be appreciated 
that the sheet of material, web, or multiple sheets of materia! unliaed to form me sleeve ,22 
may have any or all or the characterises previously described herein for sheets of material 
The steve .22 is often tubular or frusto-cotuca, in shape, ahhough 1, win be appreciated that 
any shape may he utilized, so long as the sleeve 122 operates in the manner shown and/or 
desenhed herein. The flora, s.eeve wrapper ,20 compnaes bom a flora, grouping 55h and the 



sleeve 122. 



Refemng ,„ Figorea 28-29, the steeve ,22 has an upper end ,24, a lower end 126 and 
an outer surface .28. An opemng 130 mtersec* bom the upper end ,24 and the lower end 126 
forming an inner surface ,32 and a floral regaining apace ,34. to aome embodiments (no, 
shown), „e lower end ,26 is clo*d, or ia formen as a Cosed ,ower end (no, shown,. ta aome 
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embodiments, the upper end 124 is closed, often after a floral grouping is disposed therein (not 
shown). 

In this embodiment, the decorative pop-up attachment lOh is formed integrally with the 
sleeve 122. The decorative pop-up attachment 1 Oh has a decorative end 30h which extends 
a distance from the sleeve 122, and which has design indicia 32h thereon. It will be 
appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment may be formed from the same sheet(s) of 
material, or web, as the sleeve 122. It will also be appreciated that the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOh may be formed separately, then may be permanently connected or incorporated 
in the sleeve 122, either before, during, or after the formation of the sleeve 122, as well. It 
will be understood that when a floral grouping 55h is disposed in the sleeve 122, the decorative 
pop-up attachment lOh extends a distance from the sleeve 122. 

Sleeves, and their construction, are well known in the art and sleeves are commercially 
available, as are various devices and mechanisms capable of forming sleeves. One example 
of such sleeves is found in U.S. Patent No. 5,497,881, entitled, "Floral Grouping Wrapper And 
Methods", issued to D. Weder March 12, which is hereby incorporated by reference herein; 
another example of sleeve formation, as well as the use of crimping, bonding material and pull 
tabs with such sleeves, is found in U.S. Patent No. 5,428,939, entitled, "Method For Crimping 
A Wrapper About A Floral Grouping", issued to Weder et al. July 4, 1995, which is also 
hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

In a frequent manner of construction, a first sheet of material and a second sheet of 
material will be sealed together to form the sleeve 122, with a substantial portion of the first 
sheet of material laying adjacent the second sheet of material, and the sleeve 122 being 
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naturally Mm, in a ffitaea and unopened sUte (F igu « 28) ^ opened by „ ^ ^ 
held in an opened position (Figure 29). When the aleev. 122 is heid in .he opened position, 
» floral tmm apace 134 and a Bm ^ 55h ^ W bolh ^ ^ 

and retained in the floral retaining space 134 

the floral sleeve wrapper 120 comprises the aleeve 122 having the decorative pop-up 
artitchmen, ibh integral* forhted Herewith, and the floral grouping 55h (Fig*. 30). H» 
sieeve ,22. when opened and held in an opened position, is adapted ,o receive * M 
grouping 55h within die floral retiuning m . me floral SJh ^ ^ fe 

diaposed in the opening !30 of tee aleeve ,22 when the aleeve is he.d in an opened position, 
and contained substantially in ft» floral refining apace 134 of the s.eeve 122. as win be 
described in detail below. 

A bonding material (not shown) may be disposed on at least a portion of the inner 
surface 132 of the sleeve 122, or, alternatively, the bonding material may be disposed on the 
outer surface 128 of the sleeve 132 (not shown). A bonding materi al may be disposed on both 
the inner surface 122 and the outer surface 128 of the sleeve 122 (not shown). Further, it will 
be appreciated that the sleeve 122 may be free of a bonding material. 

In a genera! method of use, illustrated in Figures 29-30, at least a portion of the floral 
grouping 55h is disposed within the sleeve 122 (Figure 30). In some applications, the stem 
portion 57h of the floral grouping 55h extends into the sleeve 122 via the opening 130 in the 
upper end 124, the stem portion 57h often extending through the open lower end 126 of the 
sleeve 122. the flower portion 56h of the floral grouping 55h is therefore disposed near the 
upper end 124 of the sleeve 122 and the flower portion 56h of the floral grouping 55h is often 
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visible via the upper end 124 of the sleeve 122 (Figures 30-31). In some instances, the flower 
portion 56h of the floral grouping 55h may extend above the upper end 124 of the sleeve 122, 
in other instances, the flower portion 56h may extend below the upper end 124 of the sleeve 
122 (not shown). 

In one method of use (Figures 28-30), an operator provides a flattened sleeve 122 
(Figure 28) and a floral grouping 55h. The operator then opens the sleeve 122 (Figure 29) at 
the upper end 124 and holds the sleeve 122 in an opened position, thereby expanding outward 
and widening the floral retaining space 134 such that the floral retaining space 134, when the 
sleeve 122 is in an opened position, is sized to both receive and retain a floral grouping 55h 
therein. The operator disposes the floral grouping 55h into the opened sleeve 122 via the 
opening 130 in the upper end 124 and assuring that the floral retaining space 134 is widened 
and expanded outward, proceeds to insert the stem portion 57h into and, often, through the 
lower end 126 of the opened sleeve 122, the lower end 126 of the sleeve 122 frequently having 
the narrowest diameter (Figures 29-30). By inserting the floral grouping 5 5h into the sleeve 
122 in this manner, the flower portion 56h is also disposed in the floral retaining space 134 
of the sleeve 122 and the flower portion 56h is disposed close to and/or adjacent the upper end 
124 of the sleeve 122, the upper end 124 frequently having the widest diameter (Figures 29- 
30). In this manner, the floral sleeve wrapper 120, having a floral grouping 55h contained in 
the sleeve 122, is created. 

The sleeve 122 may be crimped about the floral grouping 55h, as shown in Figure 31. 
The crimping is conducted by an operator after the floral grouping 55h is disposed in the 
sleeve 122 by gathering and crimping at least a portion of the sleeve 122 about the floral 
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grouping 55h, often in the area of the stem portion 57h of the floral grouping 122. Such 
crimping may be conducted by hand, by grasping and substantially encompassing with one or 
more hands the lower end 126 of the sleeve 122 iri the area of the stem portion 57h and evenly 
and firmly squeezing that portion of the sleeve 122 about the area of the stem portion 57h, 
thereby pressing and gathering the sleeve 122 against itself and about the stem portion 57h of 
the floral grouping 55h. It will be appreciated that if the sleeve 122 is crimped in an area 
having bonding material (not shown), the bonding material will assist in holding the crimped 
area in a crimped position. 

The sleeve 122 may also be crimped by using both a crimping motion (as described 
above) and a turning motion to create a twisted crimping, resulting in a sleeve 122 which is 
both crimped as previously described, and which is twisted about at least a portion of the stem 
portion 57h of the floral grouping 55h, the sleeve 122 near the stem portion 57h being rotated 
for example, but not by way of limitation, about the stem portion 57h between about one- 
eighth of a turn to about a full turn (not shown). Crimping floral wrappers and floral sleeve 
wrappers about floral groupings is shown and described in U.S. Patent No. 5,428,939, entitled 
"Method For Crimping A Wrapper About A Floral Grouping", issued July 4, 1995 to Weder 
et al., which has been incorporated by reference herein previously. It will be further 
understood that any portion of any embodiment shown and/or described herein may be subject 
to crimping. 

Alternatively, the sleeve 122 may remain uncrimped. The bonding material, when 
disposed upon the sleeve 122, may cause the sleeve 122 to bondingly connect to portions of 
itself, causing the sleeve 122 to conform, either generally, or closely (depending, as will be 
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appreciated, upon the amount of bonding material and the amount of the sleeve 122 which 
overlaps and connects to itself) to the floral grouping 55h. 

When the floral grouping 55h is disposed in the sleeve 122 by any method shown 
and/or described herein, or known in the art, the sleeve 122 substantially surrounds and 
encompasses a substantial portion of the floral grouping 55h, and the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOh extends a distance from the floral sleeve wrapper 120. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 32-39 

As illustrated in Figures 32-39, a pot sleeve 136 may also be provided, to dispose over 
a flower pot 40i alone, or most frequently, over a flower pot 40i having a floral grouping 55i 
disposed therein, or, in another alternative, about a growing medium having a floral grouping 
^disposed therein (not shown). The pot sleeve 136 is formed by any means or method shown 
and/or described herein, or known in the art. It will be understood that the pot sleeve 136 is 
substantially flat until opened to receive a flower pot 40i. It will be appreciated that the pot 
sleeve 136 has substantially the same attributes and characteristics as that described above for 
the floral sleeve wrapper. 

It will be understood that the pot sleeve 136 is substantially flat (not shown) until 
opened by an operator. It will also be appreciated that the sheet of material, web, or multiple 
sheets of material utilized to form the pot sleeve 136 may have any or all or the characteristics 
previously described herein for sheets of material. The pot sleeve 136 is often tubular or 
frusto-conical in shape, although it will be appreciated that any shape may be utilized, so long 
as the pot sleeve 136 operates in the manner shown and/or described herein. 

Pot sleeves 136 have been used to cover pots and containers. Some pot sleeves are 
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disced in U.S. Patent No. 5,572,851, entitled, "Plant Package Having A Detachable Sleeve 
And Methods", issued to D. Weder November 12, 1996, which is hereby incorporated by 
rift***? herein. Pot sleeves having an excess Of material, the excess of material sometimes 
forming pleats, folds, and the like, is disclosed in U.S. Patent No! 5,625,979, entitled, "Sleeve 
Having A Detachable Portion Forming A Skirt And Methods", issued to D. Weder May 6, 
1997, which is also hereby incorporated by reference herein, it will be appreciated that the pot 
sleeve 136, or any embodiment shown and/or described herein, may have an excess of material. 
Alternatively, the pot sleeve 1 36, or afty cmbodfc«t shown and/or described herein, may have 
one or more gussets. Such gussets may form an excess of material such as a single fold, or 
may comprise pleats, folds, or any other form of excess material known in the art. The gussets 
may be formed in any portion of any embodiment shown herein, including, but not limited to, 
the sides walls (outer surface and/or inner surface), the upper end, the lower end, the bottom, 
or any combination thereof. Gussets are disclosed fonned in sleeves in U.S. Patent No. 
5,628,146, issued to Weder et al. May 13, 1997, which is hereby incorporated by reference 



herein. 



In this embodiment, shown in Figures 32-35, the decorative P o P -up attachment lOi is 
formed integrally with the pot sleeve 136. The decorative pop -up attachment lOi has a 
decorative end 30i which extends a distance from the decorative cover formed from the pot 
sleeve 136. The decorative pot-up attachment iOi has design indicia 32i thereon. It will be 
appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be fonned from the same sheet(s) 
of material or web, as the pot sleeve 136. It will also be understood that the decorative pop- 
up attachment lOi may be formed separately, then may be permanently connected or 
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incorporated in the pot sleeve 136, either before, during, or after the formation of the pot sleeve 
136, as well. It will be appreciated that when a floral grouping 55i is disposed in the pot 
sleeve 136, and the pot sleeve 136 is formed into a decorative cover, the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOi extends a distance from the decorative cover, as will be described in detail 
below. 

Turning to Figures 32-35, the pot sleeve 136 has an upper sleeve portion 138 and a 
lower portion 140, the lower portion 140 forming a decorative cover 142 (Figure 35) when the 
upper sleeve portion 138 is removed therefrom. Vertical detaching elements 144 such as, but 
not by way of limitation, perforations, are disposed in the upper sleeve portion 138, and non- 
linear circumferential detaching elements 146 such as, but not by way of limitation, 
perforations, are utilized to separate the upper sleeve portion 138 from the lower portion 140. 
The lower portion 140 may have a non-linear decorative edge 148 when the upper sleeve 
portion 138 is removed therefrom. Alternatively, however, the lower portion 140 may have 
a linear edge (not shown). In another alternative, the lower portion may, rather than having 
a non-linear decorative edge 148, or a linear edge (not shown), have a skirt 150 formed 
integrally therewith when the upper sleeve portion 138 is removed from the lower portion 140 
(Figures 36-39). 

It will be appreciated that when the pot sleeve 136 is disposed on the flower pot 40i, 
the pot sleeve 136 extends substantially over the outer peripheral surface 46i of the flower pot 
40L Alternatively, however, the pot sleeve 136 may extend over a flower pot 40i already 
covered by a preformed flower pot cover or pot wrapper, the pot sleeve 136, or, as described 
herein, a portion thereof, often being torn away from the preformed flower pot cover or pot 
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wrapper after ship™, (no, shown,, a this eihbodto,, « « be undemood 

tod, toe portion remaining win have a decbra,ive pop-up ashmen, lOi (no, shown). 

Thepo, sleeve 136 may have a bonding nuuerial disposed .hereon such toa, a portion 
of the po« sleeve 136 win eonheo, to toe flower pd, 40i, or any deeorative cover covering toe 
po. 40i (no, shown). Alternatively, a bonding material may be disposed upon toe enter 
peripheral surface 4« of m flower po, 40i (no, shown,, to a ftaber alternative, a bonding 
material may be disposed on both toe po, 40i and toe pot sleeve 136 (not shown,. 

The pot sleeve 136 has an upper end 152, a lower end 154 and an outer surface 158. 
An opening 160 interseets toe npper end 152 and, often, toe lower end 154 as well, forming 
an inner surface 162 and a po, retaining space ,64. In some etobodimenB (no, shown,, toe 
lower end 1 54 is closed, or is formed as a closed lower end. to otoer embodiments, toe npper 
end ,52 is closed, often after a pot, or a po, having a flora, grouping .herein, is disposed 
therein (not shown). 

The upper sleeve portion 138 has an upper end 166 and a lower end 168, the lower end 
168 being defined by the non-linear circumferential detaching elements 146. The lower portion 
140 also has an upper end 170 which begins at the non-linear circumferential detaching 
elements .46 and a lower end 172. A base 174 is defined between the upper end 170 and the 
lower end 172 of the lower portion 140. The upper sleeve portion 138 is removed via the 
vertical detaching elements 144 and the non-linear circumferential detaching elements 146, as 
illustrate in Figures 33-35. When the upper sleeve portion 138 is completely removed from 
the lower portion 140, the lower portion 140 is left with a non-linear decorative edge 148, and 
the lower portion 140 forms the decorative cover 142 about the pot 40i, as shown in Figure 



40 



WO 99/60552 



PCT/US99/11380 



35, and, as shown in this embodiment, the decorative cover 142 is left with the decorative pop- 
up attachment 1 Oi formed integrally therewith, and extending a distance therefrom. 

In an alternative embodiment, illustrated in Figures 36-39, the non-linear circumferential 
detaching elements 146 are formed in the pot sleeve 136 such that, when the upper sleeve 

5 portion 138 is removed, the lower portion 140 is left with a skirt 150 connected thereto, the 
skirt 150 extending a distance from the upper end 170 of the lower portion 140, such 
detachment again permitting the lower portion 140 to form the decorative cover 142 having 
a skirt 150 (Figure 39). In this embodiment having a skirt 150, it will be appreciated that the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with the skirt 150, or be 

10 connectable to the skirt 150 (not shown). 

The decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with the lower portion 
140 of the pot sleeve 136 (not shown). In this embodiment, the decorative pop-up attachment 
lOi is disconnected from the upper sleeve portion 138, or, alternatively, is readily 
disconnectable from the upper sleeve portion 138 (not shown). 

15 Alternatively, the decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with both 

the upper sleeve portion 138 and the lower portion 140 (Figures 32-39). In this alternative, 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed into the upper sleeve portion 138 of the 
pot sleeve 136, may be contiguous with the lower portion 140, and may be detached via the 
vertical detaching elements 144 and/or the non-linear circumferential detaching elements 146 

20 (Figures 37-39), or by any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or 
known in the art. 

In a further alternative (not shown), the decorative pop-up attachment lOi is formed 

41 



WO 99/60552 



PCT/US99/11380 



integrally Upper Sleeve P° rtion I* and is detachable from the upper sleeve portion 

138 via any means and/or method disclosed and/or shown herein, or known in the art. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOi, in this embodiment, will have the ability to connect to the 
lower portion 140, or, alternatively, may be connected to lower portion 140, or, in a further 
alternative, have the ability to connect to, or be connected to, the pot 40i (hot shown). In all 
of the above-referenced alternatives, however, it will be appreciated that the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOi will extend a distance from the lower portion 140/decorative cover 142. 

It will be appreciated that the method of disposing a flower pot 40i into the pot sleeve 
136 is generally substantially similar to the method described above for disposing a floral 
grouping into a floral sleeve wrapper. It will be understood that the flattened pot sleeve 136 
(not shown) will be opened by an operator and held in an opened position, thereby opening the 
pot retaining space 164 a sufficient amount to receive a pot 40i, the pot 40i usually disposed 
with the lower end 44i, with the pot 40i first being disposed in the opening 130 of the pot 
sleeve 136, the outer peripheral surface 46i of the pot 40i disposed adjacent the lower end 140 
of the pot sleeve 136, in the pot retaining space 164. The pot 40i often has a floral grouping 
55i disposed therein, and the floral grouping 55i, after insertion of the pot 40i in the pot sleeve 
136, is retained in the pot 40,, the floral grouping 55, dl sposed adjacent the upper sieeve 
portion 138 of the pot sleeve 136. 

When the pot 40i alone, or a pot 40i having a floral grouping 55i disposed therein 
inserted into the pot sleeve 136 by any method shown and/or described herein, or known 
the art, the upper sleeve portion 138 of the pot sleeve 136 substantially surrounds and 
encompasses a substantial portion of the floral grouping 55i. When the upper sleeve portion 
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138 is removed, it will be understood that the lower portion 140 substantially surrounds the pot 
40i, forming, in this embodiment, the both the decorative pop-up attachment lOi and the 
decorative cover 142 having a skirt 150. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 40-49 

As illustrated in Figures 40-49, the pot sleeve 136j, which is substantially similar to the 
pot sleeve 136 shown and described herein previously, may be provided with a separate 
decorative pop-up attachment lOj, which is, or may be, connected to the pot sleeve 136j, but 
which is formed separately, and not integrally formed with the pot sleeve 136j. It will be 
understood that the pot sleeve 136j has substantially similar attributes and characteristics as 
those described previously herein for the pot sleeve 136 and the floral sleeve wrapper. 

As illustrated in Figures 40-44, the decorative pop-up attachment lOj is disposed 
.adjacent the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j. The decorative pop-up attachment lOj 
is positioned upon the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j, and is then connected to the 
inner surface 162j (Figures 43-44) via a bonding material 33j, or, alternatively, via a frictional 
engagement (not shown) between the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j, the decorative 
pop-up attachment lOj and the flower pot 40j, or in another alternative, by any means and/or 
method known in the art. When connected to the pot sleeve 136j in this manner, the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOj extends a distance from the decorative cover 142j once the 
upper sleeve portion 138j has been removed (Figures 41-44). 

It will be understood, as shown in Figures 45-49, that the decorative pop-up attachment 
lOj could be disposed adjacent to the outer surface 158j of the pot sleeve 136j (Figure 46), and 
positioned thereon and connected thereto via the bonding material 33j, or by any other means 
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of method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. In this instance as well, the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOj extends a distance from the decorative cover 142j once the 
upper sleeve portion 138j has been removed (Figure 49). Specifically, in both alternatives 
stated above, the decorative end 30j extends a distance from the decorative cover fonned from 
the pot sleeve 136j (Figures 43-44 and 49). 

the decorative pop-up attachment lOj may be connected to the lower portion 140j of 
the pot sleeve 136j (Figures 4344 and 49). m tWs embodiment, the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOj is not attached to the upper sleeve portion 138j, or, alternatively, if connected 
to the upper sleeve portion 138j, is readily discorinectable from the upper sleeve portion 138j 
(not shown). It will be appreciated that when the upper sleeve portion 138) is disconnected 
from the lower portion 140j, the decorative pop-up attachment lOj will be connected to the 
lower portion 140j which forms the decorative cover l42j, and the decorative pop-up 
attachment 10} will extend a distance from the decorative cover 142j. It will also be 
appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment lOj may be connected to any portion or area 
of the decorative cover 142j, including the skirt ' 150j (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the method of disposing a flower pot 40j into the pot sleeve 
136j is generally substantially similar to the method described previously herein. Any of the . 
methods shown and/or described herein, or known in the art, may be utilized to place the 
flower pot 40j in the pot sleeve 136j, so long as the decorative pop-up attachment lOj is left 
adjacent the decorative cover 142j. It will also be appreciated that the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOj may be disposed upon, positioned upon and connected to the pot wrapping 86j 
via any means or method shown and/or described herein, of known in the art. * It will be 
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understood that when the upper sleeve portion 138j is removed, the decorative pop-up 
attachment will connect to, or remain connected to, the decorative cover 142j. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 50-53 

As illustrated in Figures 50-53, a decorative pop-up attachment 10k, which is 
substantially similar to the decorative pop-up attachment 10 shown and described herein 
previously, may be provided to connect to a floral holding material 180. The floral holding 
material 180 (Figures 52-53) has an upper end 182, a lower end 184, and an outer peripheral 
surface 186. The floral holding material 180 has a soft inner surface, which permits the 
insertion of the stem portion 57k of a floral grouping 55k and/or a root portion (not shown) 
of a floral grouping 55k, as well as the insertion of a decorative pop-up attachment 10k. The 
...floral holding material 180 shown in Figures 52-53 is firusto-conically shaped, although it will 
, be appreciated that the floral holding material 180 may be any shape desired in any particular 
embodiment and/or application. The floral holding material 180 is constructed of a material 
capable of receiving at least a portion of a floral grouping 55k and holding or supporting the 
floral grouping 55k with or without a pot 40k. 

Floral holding material, and methods of using floral holding material, are disclosed, 
illustrated and described in detail in U.S. Patent No. 5,410,856, entitled, "Decorative Assembly 
For A Floral Grouping' 1 , issued to Weder et al. May 2, 1995, and U.S. Patent No. 5,402,599, 
entitled, "Floral Container Having A Water-Impermeable External Layer", issued to Weder et 
al April 4, 1995, both of which are hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

"Floral grouping" as used herein also includes, in addition to its earlier definition herein, 
a botanical item, and/or a propagule, and may include other secondary plants and/or natural or 
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synthetic ornamental materials which add to the aesthetics of the overall floral grouping. 

The term "botanical item" as used herein means a natural or artificial herbaceous or 
woody plant, taken singly or in combination. The term botanical item" also means any 
portion or portions 6f natural or artificial herbaceous or woody plants including stems, leaves, 
flowers, blossoms, buds, blooms, cones, of roots, taken singly or in combination, or in 
groupings of such portions such as a bouquet or floral grouping. 

The term "propagule" as used herein means any structure capable of being propagated 
or acting as an agent of reproduction including seeds, shoots, stems, runners, tubers, plants, 
leaves, roots or spores. 

The floral holding material 180 may be the type of material commonly referred to in 
the art as floral foam or Oasis™ or may be *oil or artificial soil or other earth composition or 
any combination thereof so long * the material is capable of holding a shape and capable of 
receiving and supporting the floral grouping 55k, with or without a pot 40k. The floral holding 
material 180 may also be capable of receiving and holding water and/or an irrigant for 
supplying water and/or nutrients to the floral grouping 55k. 

The term "irrigant" means any aqueous solution Used to irrigate any part of the floral 
grouping 55k disposed within the floral holding material 180. The irngant may be tap water 
or may further comprise water having fertilizers, salts, nutrients, hormones and/or other 
substances dissolved or suspended therein. 

In a method of use, the floral grouping 55k is disposed in the floral holding material 
180 such that the majority of the roof portion (hot shown), if any, is disposed in and retained 
within the floral holding material 180, and at least a portion of the stem portion 57k of the 
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floral grouping 55k is at least partially extended into and disposed into the soft inner material 
of the floral holding material 180. The flower portion 56k of the floral grouping 55k generally 
extends a distance above the floral holding material 180. 

The decorative pop-up attachment 10k is connected to the floral holding material 180 
via the second side 22k, which is the end opposite the decorative end 30k, although it will be 
appreciated that any portion, i.e., any side, of the decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be 
inserted into the floral holding material 180. The second side 22k may be formed in a blunted 
manner, as shown in Figure 50, or may be formed as having at least a portion of a point (not 
shown), to facilitate disposing the decorative pop-up attachment 10k in the floral holding 
material 180. A portion of the decorative pop-up attachment 10k, as described above, is 
pushed into the floral holding material 180 and is held within the floral holding material 180 
by a frictional engagement therebetween (Figure 52). The decorative pop-up attachment 10k 
may also have a bonding material 33k disposed thereon, as shown in Figure 53, so that the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be bondingly connected to the inner peripheral surface 
50k of the pot 40k either before or after the addition of the floral holding material 180 to the 
pot 40k. Alternatively, however, the decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be frictionally held 
in place between the inner peripheral surface 50k of the pot 40k and the floral holding material 
180 (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 54-56 
As illustrated in Figures 54-55, a decorative pop-up attachment 10m, which is 
substantially similar to the decorative pop-up attachment 10 shown and described herein 
previously, may be provided to connect to a floral holding material 180m, which is identical 
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.o the flora, holding materia, ,80 described provid^ herein I„ m instance, Wwer ^ 

»d 3 ta which (onus the design Mc ia 32m on the ^ p op . up ^ 

TlK deooradve pop-up atiachmen, 10m is con.oo.ed tothe flora! bonding materia. 180m 

* *"* 4 * * end 30m cnmprises deaign indicia 

32m which cornpriaes a phd.ograph, 0 r, . mmg _ ^ m ^ 

pop-up anachmon, ,0m is connect to a. floral holding materia 180m in any manner show, 
and/or doscrihed herein, or Known fa to ^ AM-htft . „ ^ ^ ^ 

Wnp atiachmen, ,0m may have a handing materia, 33m Urereon, and may be connected 
mo inner poriphera, surface 50m of the pot ^ rta ^ ^ ^ ^ „ ^ , 
«cuo„a! ongagomen. between the iutier pcripheral ^ 50m 6f fc ^ ^ ^ fc ^ 
holding material 180m. 

Ihaoother alternative, an ae.ua, how may be ahaohed tethe decorative end 30m of me 
docorarive ^p ^ari, ,0m (Figaro 56). Furiher, Ore decorarivo pop-up auachmen. ,0m 
may a to have a flrs, bow ai^ched m on. sur^ snob as Ore upper surface ,4m of me 

decorarive end 30m of the decorative pop-up attachment 10m ^ 

i~F up anacmnent 10m and a second bow attached to 

the opposite surface, SU ch as .he lower surface ,6m of ft. decorative end 30m of the 
dec.ra.iv. pop.„p attachment 10m ( „ 0 , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

«u.Une, genecafly, of .he concurs of me ft* bow (Figure 56, and/or me second bow (no, 
shown,. Alternatively, however, the decmutive end 30m of ti.e deoof.tive pop-up atiachmen, 
10m may forin any geomotiio, „on.geom«rio and/or asy^tfo shape, which may no. 
necessarily doinoide wim me outef oonmnm of a bow, or a «, bow ahd/or a second bow ( no. 
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shown). 

Changes may be made in the construction and the operation of the various components, 
elements and assemblies described herein or in the steps or the sequence of steps of the 
methods described herein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
defined in the following claims. 
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6. The decorative pop-up attachment of any one of the nr^- , • 

7. The decorative pop-up attachment of 



any one of the preceding claims wherein at least 
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portion of the outer periphery adjacent the decorative end follows an outline of the design 
indicia such that the decorative end is complementary in shape to the design indicia thereon. 

8. A method for using a decorative pop-up attachment with an item, comprising the steps of: 

providing a decorative pop-up attachment, comprising a sheet of material having an 
outer periphery and having a decorative end having design indicia thereon, the sheet of 
material sized smaller than an outer diameter of an item; 

disposing the decorative pop-up attachment on the item; and 

positioning the decorative pop-up attachment on the item whereby the decorative end 
of the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item for displaying 
design indicia on the decorative end. 

9. A method for using a decorative pop-up attachment with an item, comprising the steps of: 

providing a decorative pop-up attachment, comprising a sheet of material having an 
outer periphery and having a decorative end having design indicia thereon, the sheet of 
material sized smaller than an outer diameter of an item, the sheet formed integrally with an 
item: and 

positioning the decorative pop-up attachment on the item whereby the decorative end 
of the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item for displaying 
design indicia on the decorative end. 

10. The method of claims 8 or 9 wherein in the step of providing a decorative pop-up 
attachment, the decorative pop-up attachment further comprises a bonding material. 

11. The method of any one of claims 8 - 10 wherein in the step of disposing the decorative 
pop-up attachment on the item, the item is further defined as a pot, as a pot wrapping, as a 
sleeve wrapping, as a sheet wrapping, as a pre-formed flower pot cover, as a floral grouping, 
as a pot sleeve wrapper, as a floral sleeve wrapper, or as a floral holding material. 

12. The method of any one of claims 8-11 wherein in the step of providing a decorative 
pop-up attachment, the sheet of material is constructed from a material selected from the 
group consisting of paper, cellophane, foil, plastic film, metallized film, fabric, fiber, burlap, 
and any combination thereof. 

13. The method of any one of claims 8-12 wherein in the step of providing a decorative 
pop-up attachment, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range of about 1,0 mils to about 
30 mils. 
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14. The method of any one of clantis 8-13 wherein in the step of providing a decorati 
pop-up attachment, at least a portion of the outer periphery adjacent the decorative end 
follows an outline of the design indicia such that the decorative end is complementary in 
shape to the design indicia thereon. 
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DECORATIVE ATTACHMENTS FOR SLEEVES AND METHODS FOR ITS APPLICATION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to decorative pop-up attachments connected to or formed 
separately or integrally with floral holding material, flbrai wrappers, floral sleeves, pot 
wrappings, preformed flower pot covers, pot sleeves; pots and/or containers, or the like, and 
the methods of making and using same. 

Description of Related Art 

Sheets of material have been utilized to form decorative wrappings about flower pots 
and floral groupings; arid have been utilized to form preformed decorative flower pot covers. 
One floral wrapping is disclosed in U.S: Patent No. 5,111,638, entitled "Method For Wrapping 
An Object With A Material Having Pressure Sensitive Adhesive Thereon", which illustrates 
wrapping pots with sheets of material. A floral wrapping using a sheet of material is shown 
in U.S. Patent No. 5,181,364, entitled "Wrapping A Floral Grouping 1 With Sheets Having 
Adhesive Or Cohesive Applied Thereto". A floral wrapping using a flattened or unflattened 
sleeve is shown in U.S; Patent No. 5,428,939, entitled "Method For Crimping r A Wrapper 
About A Floral Grouping", arid in U.S. Patent No. 5,497,881, entitled "Floral Grouping 
Wrapper And Methods". A wrapper for a plant package using a flattened or unflattened sleeve 
is shown in US/Paterit No. 5,572,851, entitled "Plant Package Having A Detiachable Sleeve 
Arid Methods". Preformed decorative flower pot covers dre disclosed in U.S; Patent No. 

1 
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4,773,182, entitled "Article Forming System", which discloses a decorative article, and an 
article forming system. 

Labels have sometimes been applied to pots, and to floral wrappings, sleeves and 
preformed decorative flower pot covers, These labels include price labels, UPC bar code 
labels, and labels describing the plant contained within a container or wrapping, and/or its care 
(known in the art as "care tags"). 

Floral holding material, such as floral foam, has been used alone, or in combination 
with a pot or container, to hold flowers, living plants, and the like. 

The prior art discloses sheets of material, sleeves, pot wrappings, pots/containers, 
preformed pot cover, pot sleeves, floral holding material, and the like. The sheets, sleeves, 
pots/containers, pot wrappings, pot sleeves, preformed pot covers, and the like decoratively 
cover flowers and containers, md.l^p^mJkdlmm^^^^ 

The prior art does not disclose a decorative nop-u P attachment which may be formed 
separately and connected to, or, alternatively, integrally formed with, a floral wrapper, a floral 
sleeve, a, pot/container, a preformed pot cover„a pot sleeve, a pot wrapping, .or floral holding 
material such as floral foam, and the like. 

Therefore, there is a need felt within the art for a decorative, pop-up attachment which 
utilizes not print or symbol, (such as, but not by way of limitation, a UPC bar code), but which 
has a design, such as, but not by way of limitation, a whimsical character (a drawing of Peter 
Rabbit), used as a decoration on at least one end of a decorative pop-up attachment In 
addition, such a decorative pop-up attachment may have a decorative -end which follows the 
outer outline of the design mdici , thereon. Such a decorative end is complementary to the 
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shape of the design, indicia, and forms part of the decoration of the decorative pop-up 
attachment. 

The decorative pop-up attachment is an attachment which is connected to the above- 
referenced items, or, alternatively, is formed integrally therewith, and which is designed to 
5 extend a distance from the item. The decorative pop-up attachment will have, a decoration 
which is whimsical, or related to a particular theme, such as, but not by way of limitation, a 
birthday, holiday, anniversary, and the like. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
10 ; Decorative pop-up attachments which are formed separately or integrally with pots, pot 

^wrappings, sleeve wrappings, sheet wrappings, preformed flower pot covers, which are 
i disposed in floral groupings, and which are utilized with pot sleeve wrappers, floral sleeve 
wrappers, and which are utilized with floral holding material are shown and/or described in 
..detail herein. Methods for using decorative attachments which are formed separately or 
15 . integrally with pots, pot wrappings, sleeve wrappings, sheet wrappings, preformed flower pot 
covers, which are disposed in floral groupings, and which are utilized with pot sleeve wrappers, 
floral sleeve wrappers, and which are utilized with floral holding material are shown and/or 
described in detail herein. The present disclosure includes both apparatus and methods of use, 
and all such disclosures are hereby incorporated in this section of the present application. 
20 It is an object of the present invention to provide a decorative pop-up attachment which 

utilizes not print or symbols (such as, but not by way of limitation, a UPC bar code), but 
which, rather, has a design, such as, but not by way of limitation, a whimsical character (for 
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example, a drawing of Peter Rabbit) used as a ^ ftP ,^ 

on,, used as a decoration on at least one end of the decorative 

Pop-up ahachtuent. b addillon , it „ , goa , rfto presM ^ to ^ ^ ^ 

pop-up — havutg » decretive M ^ ^ the outer out, ta e of the design 
indict, thereon. „ , t Mm „ « te ^ ^ „ ^ , ^ md 
that is coropiefnehta* ,„ , W, . porf™ of * ^ of fie ^ ^ ^ 

fonns par, or the decomoon of m decode po^tp „ , yM , ^ ^ „ 

u,e present invention to provide , ^ . ^ ^ 

ahove-referenced tans, or , active,,, is fo™* integraUy dtetewtd, and which ie designed 
to erfend a diaance front the iIem . It „ . ^ rf fe ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 

deodrhdve pop-up adaehnten, ^ « . decoraoot, which „ ^ or nM „ , 
pattieuiat thenre, seeh as, but not by wav of Mtaoott, a hhthday, hoiiday, Chrishnas. and the 



like. 



BRIEF DESCRffHON OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure 1 is a perepective view of ^ ^ ^ rf § ^ 

fomted fth, a sheet of materia, consulted b aceotdahce the pre*e», invention, showing 
•he destgn indicia on . decora , ive end , md showmg ^ coraw fc ^ 

only. 

^ 2 is a pe*peedve view df the ,owet surface of a decretive pop-up attachment 
of Figure 1. 

HB^e 3 is a perspecdve viev, of a per, df she* of ^ each of which foots . 
denotative pop-up advent, ^ . ^ of „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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pad, exposing the next sheet of material. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a pot, and a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a 
distance therefrom. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the pot of Figure 4, but showing the decorative pop-up 
5 attachment disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface of the pot and positioned upon and 
connected to the pot. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a floral wrapping sheet of material, having one edge 
lifted for illustration purposes only. 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the sheet of material of Figure 6, having a floral 
10 grouping disposed thereon. 

Figure 8 is a perspective view of a sheet of material formed into a wrapping for the 
floral grouping, showing one portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material overlapping at 
least one other portion of the floral wrapping sheet of material to form the wrapping, and a 
decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance from the wrapping. 
15 Figure 9 is a perspective view of the wrapping for the floral grouping of Figure 8, but 

showing the decorative pop-up attachment disposed adjacent to the outer peripheral surface of 
the wrapping, and positioned upon and connected to the wrapping. 

Figure 10 is a perspective view of an opened sleeve used to form a wrapping for a floral 
grouping. 

20 Figure 1 1 is a perspective view of the sleeve of Figure 10 which has formed a wrapping 

for a floral grouping disposed into and contained within the sleeve, the stem portion of the 
floral grouping extending beyond the lower end of the wrapping, and a decorative pop-up 
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attachment spaced a distance therefrom. 

Figure ,2 is a perspective view of the wrapping 0 f Figure ,,. showi „ g fc 
pop-up ashmen, disposed adjacent «he wrapping and posing upon and e^ t0 „« 
inner peripheral surface of the wrapping. 

Figure 13 is a transverse view *H** 12 ukM at 13-13, showing Ore placemen, of 
ft. decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the taner penphera, surface of the wrapping. 

Figure 14 is a perspective view of, second sheet of material, one edge being li«ed for 
illustration purposes only. 

Figure 15 is a perspective vrew of a p„« disposed upon the upper surface of the second 
sheet of material shown in Figure 14. 

Figure 16 is a perspective view of the pot and the second sheet of material of Figures 
14-15, but showing the pot being partially wrapped by the second sheet of material. 

Figure 17 is a perspective view of the pot and second sheet of material of Figures 14- 
16, but showing the second sheet of material forming a pot wrapping about the pot, and 
showing a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance away. 

Figure 18 is a perspective view of the pot wrapped by the pot wrapping of Figure 17, 
but showmg the decorat.ve P oo-u P attachment disposed advent to the outer penphera, -surface 
of the pot wrapping and positioned upon and connected thereto. 

Figure 19 is a perspective view of the pot wrapped by the pot wrapping of Figure 17, 
but showing the decorative pop-up attachment disposed adjacent to the inner peripheral surface 
of the pot wrapping and positioned upon and connected thereto. 

Figure 20 is a transverse view of Figure 1^ Men at ^ showing rae placement of 
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the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner peripheral surface of the.pot wrapping. 

Figure 21 is a perspective view of a preformed flower pot cover. 

Figure 22 is a perspective view of a preformed flower pot cover, having a pot disposed 
into the retaining space, and showing a decorative pop-up attachment spaced a distance 
therefrom. 

Figure 23 is a perspective view of the preformed flower pot cover having a pot disposed 
therein of Figure 22, but showing the decorative pop-up attachment being disposed adjacent 
to the outer peripheral surface of the preformed flower pot cover and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

Figure 24 is a perspective view of the preformed flower pot cover having a pot disposed 
therein of Figure 22, but showing the decorative pop-up attachment being disposed adjacent 
to the inner peripheral surface of the preformed flower pot cover arid positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

Figure 25 is a transverse view of Figure 24 taken at 25-25, 
showing the placement of the decorative pop-up attachment adjacent the inner peripheral 
surface of the preformed flower pot cover. 

Figure 26 is a perspective view of a floral grouping having a flower portion and a stem 
portion, and having a decorative pop-up attachment disposed in the center of the flower portion 
of the floral grouping. 

Figure 27 is a top plan view of the floral grouping and decoratiy? pop-up attachment 
shown in Figure 26. 

Figures 28 is a perspective view of a floral sleeve wrapper formed from a flattened 
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*** "* *"****»■■»* ^«ve pop-up atiachmen. being i„ K8ral ,y fonned 



therewith. 



29 P4KP ^ Ve *" ° f te *«» °f 28, bu, showing ft, ste ve „ 
an Opened position, such an opened position orbiting a retaining apaoe. 

Figure 30 is a perepective view of tine s ,eeve of Figure 29 bn, abowing a floral grouping 
being Ufa*, into me opbned S1 eeve, & flora! grotipiig being retained in the retahting apace 
of the sleeve, the decorative pop-up attachment positioned to extend a ditdance therefrom. 

Figure 3! is a perspective view of the sleeve of Figure 30, bu, showing . mm otlbc 
sleeve crimped about a portion of the floral grouping. 

Figure 32 is a perspective view of 0 pot sleeve fonned front a sleeve, the sleeve having 
an upper sleeve portion which is removable, and a ,ower portion which forms a decorative 
cover, me decorative cover which is positioned about a pot having a flora, gaping disposed 
therein, me decorative pop-up attachment being fonned integrally with me decorative cover. 

Figure 33 is a perspective view of me po, afeeve of Figure 32, bu, showing a portion 
of the upper sleeve portion of me pot sleeve detached 

Figure 34 is a perspective view of me po, sleeve of F.gures 32-33, bu, showing a 
grea,e, portion of me upper sleeve portion of me pot sleeve douched, me decorative pop-up 
attachmen, being formed in part by me removal of me upper sleeve portion. 

Figure 35 ia a perspective view of the po, sleeve of Figures 32-34, bu, showing me 
upper sleeve portion removed, and me decorative pop-up atiachmen, fomted integral* with me 
decretive cover and expending a distance therefrom, ft. decorative cover having a .on-muar 
decorative edge. 
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Figure 36 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the pot sleeve of Figures 32- 
35, the pot sleeve having an upper sleeve portion and a lower portion forming the decorative 
coyer, the decorative cover having a skirt formed therewith, the decorative pop^up attachment 
being formed integrally with the decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom. 
5 Figure 37 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 36, but showing a portion 

of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached. 

Figure 38 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 36-37, but showing a 
greater portion of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached, the decorative pop-up 
attachment being formed in part by the removal of the upper sleeve portion. 
10 Figure 39 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figures 36-38, but showing the 

upper sleeve portion removed, and the decorative pop-up attachment formed integrally with the 
decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative cover having a skirt formed 
therewith. 

Figure 40 is a perspective view of a pot . sleeve formed from a sleeve, the sleeve having 
15 an upper sleeve portion which is removable, and a lower portion which forms a decorative 
cover, the decorative cover which is positioned about a pot having a floral grouping disposed 
therein, the decorative pop-up attachment being formed separately, and disposed adjacent the 
inner peripheral surface of at least a portion of the pot sleeve and positioned upon and 
connected thereto. 

20 Figure 41 is a perspective view of the pot sleeve of Figure 40, but showing a portion 

of the upper sleeve portion of the pot sleeve detached, 

Fipre 42 is . a perspective view of the ppt sleeve of Figures 40-41, but showing a 
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POrti ° n ° f ,hC **- * h ™ P«« of .hepo, S| « V5 dMached . 

^ 43 iS 8 ° f - * * Figures 4CM 2 , h„, ^ „ 

decorative edge. 

Figure 44 is a traverse ^ of ^ ft ^ ^ ^ 
to piaeeroen, of .he deeorapve P o„.„ p ^ ^ fc ^ ^ ^ ^ 



decorative cover. 



F.gure 45 „ a peKpective ^ of a po , slMye ^ ^ a ^ ^ ^ 

r " C0Ve ' is *>" • *«. a flora, g^ ^ 

te decora,ive pop - up — ^ *~ ~ « ^ ujaOT1 10 fc 

„ . ****** of * pot sieeve 0 f Ki^ 45 , but ^ from fc _ 
of to po, ^ showihg , e decorative ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

connecec ,o a, Wa, a po rton of * outer ^ rf fc ^ ^ 

Figuse 47 ,s a pe.pecve via* of U,e po, sieeve of Figu „ ^ ^ ^ § ^ 
of to upper s ,eeva ponion of ^ sleeve 

HS- 4S is a peaapeeuve view 0 , to pot sleeV e of Figures 4547, he, showing a 
*** P< " ,i0n ° f fc *~ Po«io» of to po, aieev. detached: 

W " ' ^ « * - °f *» «« ho, showing toe 
«PP" sieeve pon.00 „ ah, « dKotative ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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decorative cover and extending a distance therefrom, the decorative cover having a skirt formed 
therewith. 

Figure 50 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
attachment, showing a pot having floral foam disposed therein, and showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment spaced a distance therefrom. 

Figure 51 is a perspective view of the pot having floral foam disposed therein of Figure 
50, but showing a floral grouping disposed in the floral foam, and showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 52 is a transverse view of Figure 51 taken at 52-52, showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 53 is a transverse view similar to that taken at 52-52, but showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment haying a bonding material disposed thereon, the decorative pop-up 
attachment connected via the bonding material to the pot, and the pot having floral foam and 
a floral grouping disposed therein. 

Figure 54 is a perspective view of another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
attachment, showing a pot having floral foam disposed therein, and showing the decorative 
pop-up attachment spaced a distance therefrom, the decorative pop-up attachment having design 
indicia thereon which is representative of a bow. 

Figure 55 is a perspective view of the pot and decorative pop-up attachment of Figure 
54, but showing a floral grouping disposed in the floral foam, and showing the decorative pop- 
up attachment being disposed in the floral foam. 

Figure 56 is a perspective view of yet another embodiment of the decorative pop-up 
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attachment, similar to that shown in Figures 54 ■« h„t 

ngures 54.55, but showing a bow connected to the 

decorative end of the decorative «^ 

decode pop-„p mHbmtt fc decoradK pop . up anachment 

a shape which « compliments* t0 fc ^ ^ of fc ^ 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
The EmhhHt ment5; nf y^ n ^ ] 

**** to Fi8nres '- 2 - „ y fc refOTKe nmieral 10 . , 

pop-up ^ which , , ^ ^ fc ^ ^ 

n^ppe,^ l4 , alowermfice 16(oneedgeofthesheetofnateriai 

-~ i-u^on p^ only), W an ourer p eiiptey ,, „ fc _ fc 

Figure 1 , the outer periphery 18 of'tiie «h«* ac 

ry of the sheet of xnatenal 12 comprises a first side 20, a second 

side 22, a third side 24, and a fourth side ?fi t. it u 

lourtn S1 de 26. It will be appreciated that the sheet of material 

12 may comprise a variety of shapes, and sides. 

At least one portion of the sheet of materia! wil, form . decorative end ^ R ^ be 
appreciated, however, that the sheet of material 12 ma y have more than one decorative end 30, 

lhal is, a plurality of decorative ends 1t> rv. i. j 

ends 30. One such decorative pop-up attachment with at leas, 

An Extension For Design Inajcia fc ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

-P— by reference herein. ItwiUhou^ ^ fer ^ ^ ^ 
- Orty one « 3 „ b ^ ^ ^ ^ „ ^ ' 
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indicia 32 on at least one surface thereof. The design indicia 32 may be on the upper surface 
14, the lower surface 16, or both the upper surface 14 and the lower surface 16 (Figures 1-2). 
"Design indicia" as used herein includes, but not by way of limitation, fanciful designs such 
as rabbits, hearts, balloons, pumpkins, clover, and the like. Additional examples of design 
indicia include flowers (such as roses, daisies, lilacs), plants (such as fruits, vegetables, clover, 
grasses, trees), animals (rabbits, dogs, cats, birds, alligators, fish and the like), insects, fictional 
characters (such as cartoon characters), and/or real characters (such as a photograph of an 
individual), and the like. Design indicia 32 may vary between the upper surface 14 and the 
lower surface 16 of the sheet of material 12 (Figures 1-2). That is, either the upper surface 14, 
or, alternatively, the lower surface 16, or, in another alternative, both surfaces, may have design 
indicia 32 thereon. In addition, the upper surface 14 and the lower surface 16 may each have 
different design indicia 32 disposed on each surface. 

The design indicia 32 may be disposed upon the sheet of material 12 by use of a dye, 
ink, and/or pigment. Such dyes, inks, and/or pigments are known in the art and are 
commercially available, and may be disposed upon or incorporated in the sheet of material 12 
by any method described herein or known in the art. That is, the design indicia 32 may be 
painted upon the sheet of material 12, sprayed upon the sheet of material 12, printed upon the 
sheet of material 12, or incorporated in the sheet of material 12 during the extrusion process. 
The extrusion of polymer films is well-known in the art. 

The sheet of material 12 may closely follow the design indicia 32, and be 
complementary to the shape of at least a portion of the design indicia. In this manner, the 
sheet of material 12 forms at least a portion of the design indicia 32 by following the outline 
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of the design indicia 32. Alternative *u v * 

.tentatively, the sheet of material ,2 may not follow the outline of 
the design indicia 32, and mav form •. 

snape. * 
; " " PPei U "' — — ,, or bod, ^ 

r - ° f m ^ ,2 my »• ^ * ■ — — 33- - _ h 

1^ " ^ ^ * iW b - — - — — u or*. 

^ ml 33 my *P««I ta a snip of bo ndtoE 

-~ 33, a, tagh fte bond,, ^ 33 .0 oo a ,d bo ^ „ . ^ ^ J 

^' 2te " etoOf ^----^^33n. yb 0d^d 

-* ~ s ba P o. or my co m b ta ado„ w , ^ ^ pattM ^ 

patterns. Further, the bonding material « mo, * 

^ 33 ^ form 31 16351 * or, alternatively, all of the 
pattern on each strip of material T« • 

In tms -stance, the bonding materia, 33 may comprise one 
or more colors; the bonding material 31 m « 

„ . u 31 33 ^ C ° m P nse one or more patterns as well, as 

described above, and could form a Dart of th„ a • 

• , ^ the design indicia 32. One such bonding materia, 

is described in U.S. Patent No 5 147 7so . , 

' 7,?89 ' *"" W ' ' D °«™- Having A Coiored 

sticky Element Disposed Therenn a r 

Thereon Forming AtLeast A Portion Of A Decoration AndMethod" 

issued to Donald E. Weder, on September 20, 1994 and which i« h u ■ 

u . ' iyy4 md whlch « hereby incorporated herein 

by reference. 

Turning to the characteristics of the sheet of material 12, 

the sheet of materia, 12 has a thickne« in , 

thickness in a range fiom about 0.5 mils to about 50 mils. 
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Often, the sheet of material 12 has a thickness in a range from about 1.0 mils to about 30 mils. 
In some embodiments, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range from about 3.0 mils to 
about 25 mils. In other embodiments, the sheet of material has a thickness, inca range from 
about 4 mils to about 15 mils. And in yet still another embodiment* the sheet of material has 
a thickness in a range from about 4 mils to about 10 mils. The sheet of material 12 is 
constructed of a material which is at least somewhat flexible. 

The sheet of material 12 may comprise any shape or combination of shapes, and a 
portion of a rectangular shape is shown in Figure 1 only by way of example. The sheet of 
material 12 for example may be square, rectangular, circular or any other geometric, non- 
geometric, asymmetric or fanciful shape, such as, heart shaped, for example only, or any 
combination of geometric and non-geometric shapes, as shown in Figures 1-2. The sheet of 
material 12 may be constructed of a single layer of material or a plurality of layers of the same 
or different types of materials. The layers of material comprising the sheet of material 12 may 
be laminated together or connected together by any method^ known in the art. 

In one embodiment, the sheet of material 12 is a relatively thin, flexible material 
constructed from a plastic film. Alternatively, a paper may be utilized; alone, or in 
combination with other sheets of material described herein. One such plastic film (Hercules 
B523 oriented polypropylene packaging film (clear)), is available from Hercules Incorporated, 
Hercules Plaza, Wilmington, DE 19894. Such sheets of material may be laminated together 
or may be connected together by any method known in the art, or may remain partially or 
completely unconnected. 

The sheet of material 12 shown in Figures 1-2 is constructed from any suitable material 
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tha, is capable of having *. charactefjslics ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
materia, 12 may comprise p aper (fte tem >pef „ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

paper, c^gated paper or cardboard Or any od.ee fontt of paper Serial,. ». shoe, of 
notorial may comprise cellophane, foil, plaafe m „ mm Rla ^ ^ ^ 
nonwoven or sytthettc or ««,), fiber, burlap, or any combinatton mereoC 

tteterm-pUattc AIM' as naed hamin mea na a .hemmplMc resinous ttmteriai, 
b». no, by way of hmttatton, a myma Mch ft m by way rf § 

polypropylene. The term "plastic film" as u . p a . 

1111 35 ^ herein also means a naturally occurring 

polymer snob a, ceHophane. A pUalic Attn, a, conned and described in demi, berein 
. relarivdy sttong and no, as snbjeo, ,o tearing (sobstanttany no„,eaeab,e>, as migh, be «. 
case with paper or foil. 

34 extendmg b «ween <he firs, and second sides 
20 and 22 of ,he shoe, of „,a«ria, ,2, The shoe, of materia a , M te a wHlh „ ^ 
between <he third and ftntth sides 24 and 26 of tte sheet of material 12. 

The shoe, of ma,erial ,2 may he connoted of a single layer of materia! or a plmality 
of layers of the same or differen, typK of materials. One or more sheets of materia, may he 
lamrnated or bonded ,oge,her, completely or panially, by any rae d,od known in ,he an When 
mnttiple sheets of materia, ,2 are ase4 me sheets of matenaI 12 ^ „„, be fc m ^ 
« ahape. That is, one ahee, may e«end beyond a, laa a pO«on of the ontea pertphery of 
another sheet of material. 

As »o,ed earlier, a bonding materia, 33 may be dispoaed on the shea, of materia. 12 
any pattern or shape. One rhethdd for disposing a Bonding material, in this case an 



16 



WO 99/60552 



PCT/US99/11380 



adhesive, on a sheet of material is described in U.S. Patent No, 5,1 11,637 entitled "Method For 
Wrapping A Floral Grouping" issued to Weder et al., on May 12, 1992 and which is hereby 
incorporated herein by reference. Another method for disposing a bonding material in order 
to laminate two sheets of material is described in U.S. Patent No. 4,297,811 entitled 
"Laminated Printed Foil Flower Pot Wrap With Multicolor Appearance, issued to Weder on 
November 3, 1981, which is also hereby incorporated herein by reference. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein means an adhesive, possibly a pressure 
sensitive adhesive, or a cohesive. Where the bonding material is a cohesive, a similar cohesive 
material must be placed on the adjacent surface for bondingly contacting and bondingly 
engaging with the cohesive material. The term "bonding material" also includes materials 
which are heat sealable and, in this instance, the adjacent portions of the material must be 
brought into contact and then heat must be applied to effect the seal. The term "bonding 
material" when used herein also means a lacquer, which may be applied to the . sheet of material 
anci, in this instance, heat, sound waves, or vibrations, also must be applied to effect the sealing 
of the lacquer. 

The term "bonding material" when used herein also means any type of material or thing 
which can be used to effect the bonding or connecting of the two adjacent portions of the 
material or sheet of material to effect the connection or bonding described herein. The term 
"bonding material" also includes ties, labels, bands, ribbons, strings, tape, staples or 
combinations thereof. Some of the bonding materials would secure the ends of the sheet of 
material while other bonding material may bind the circumference of a wrapper or wrapping. 
Another way to secure the wrapping is to heat seal the ends of the material to another portion 
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of the material. One way to do this is to contact to mds „„„ _ iron of ^.^ ^ ^ 
heat seal the material. 

The te™ "bonding mteial . whe „ us£d hweii] ^ ^ ^ or chem .^ 
shrink materia,, and aatic electrical or other electrical mean, magnetic means, mechamcal 
or barb-type fastoing means or clamps, curl-type characteristics of me Sim or materials 
incorporated in me shee, of material which can canse me materia, to take on certain shape, 
and any type of welding method which may wold portions of me shee, to Mr „ r m a po, or 
container, or to both the sheet itseir and a po. or container. 

The sheet of material 12 may consist of design, or decorative patterns which are 
Printed, etched, and/or embossed mereon using inks or other printing materia,, An example 
of an ink which may be applied to either surface of me sheet of material ,2 is described in 
US. Parent No. 5,147,706 entiled "Water Based Ink On ft* And/Or Syntheiic Organic 
Polymer- issued to Kingman on Sep. ,5, 19 92 and which is he.by incorporated hetein by 
mfe^nce. „ addition, the shee. of material ,2 may have various ^ 
embossrngs, flockings and/or mettffle ftushes, or other decorative surface ornamentation 
applied separately or simultaneously. The shee, of materia, ,2 may be characterized totally 
or partially, bu, no, by way of .imitation, by pearlescem, translucent, transput, indescen,, 
necu, holograph*, or me like, qualities, Each of me above-naned characteristics may occur 
alone or in combination with other characteristics described herein, and may be applied to the 
upper and/or ,ower ^uface o f «he sheet of mat™. 12. Moreover, each surface o f me sheet 
or material .2 may vary in the combination of such characteristic The sheet of materia! 12 
may akto be pacially or completely opaque, translucent, clear and/or tinted transparent. 
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The sheet of material 12 may also optionally comprise one or more shape sustaining 
elements (not shown). "Shape sustaining elements 1 * means wire or rods, or other elements 
made from metal, plastic (synthetic resinous plastic), cardboard or other thickened paper 
product, fiber, wood, or a combination, thereof, which imparts sufficient shape to permit the 
sheet of material 12 to extend a distance from a floral wrapping, a pot or container and/or a 
preformed flower pot coyer, as described in greater detail, below. Such a shape sustaining 
element (not shown) may be attached to the sheet of material 12 via a bonding material, the 
element laminated between sheets of material 12, or by any method described herein or known 
in the art 

It will be understood that the shape sustaining element may be used to bend and shape 
the decorative pop-up attachment 10. The shape sustaining element may be utilized to form 
the decorative pop-up attachment 10 into a shape which is complementary to the design indicia 
32 contained thereon. The shape sustaining element may also be utilized to extend the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10 a distance from the item to which it is attached. 

When the decorative pop-up attachments 10 are used, one or more of the decorative 
pop-up attachments 10 are connectable to a pot or container, a wrapping for flowers (a sheet 
of material or a sleeve), a wrapping for a pot or container, or a preformed flower pot cover. 
Each decorative pop-up attachment 10 will extend a distance from the pot/container, the 
wrapping (for a floral grouping or a pot/container), or the. preformed flower pot cover, so that 
the design indicia 32 on the decorative end 30 may be displayed. In many instances, each 
decorative pop-up attachment 10 will extend a substantial distance from the pot/container, the 
wrapping (for a floral grouping or a pot/container), or the preformed flower pot cover. Each 
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of these applications is discussed in detail below. 

m 10 * * ** » a HWitten or 

° ( "* a ~^ SU * *— written tnessage (n0 , 

^ * « - » p*pri„ t ed ^ (not 

" ^ ^ " — ' » ^ a cotdtechng potrion (n o, 

show,, 00 fc of materia, B wm . ^ or ^ ^ or a ^ 

-eta hand-written or preprinted. cou,d be conneccd to the decorative pop,p attache, 
.0. Such a coring porhon ma y u fMmed by ^ ^ by . ^ ^ ^ fc 
the decorative pop-up attach™, or by any tneans ^ melhod ^ fc ffl ^ ^ 

* " P0P - UP *** « - -ea for perinithng a w^ten or preprint 
-sage, or the attache, of a thesaage, „ ^ fc „,. Patch, No. 5, 5 «,4 69 , entt„ed 
•Wrapphrg Materia, HaVutg Ah EtcKnaion P o r Design toda For Wfappjng ^ ^ ^ 
FKra, Arrangements And Method,-, ^ to *eder « a, on August ,3, 1996 , which 
been previously incorporated by refefehce hermit 

Embodiment nf pi^rr 3 
Shown in Figure 3 i s a tnodifted dechrative pop-up attachment ,0a fonrted from a sheet 
of Materia, ,2a whtch is tdenttca, to the deceive pop-up attachment ,0 and sheet 
.2 shown in Fignres ,- 2 mi desclM „ ^ previously , ^ ^ ^ ^ rf ^ 
12a is formed into a gnoup of sheets of mareria, 12a which are aacaed and ahghed, ge„era,,y 

hut hd, hy way of nridtahop, one on ,op bf the other to forin a pad 3d of aneea of mareria, 
12a. 

The pad 3o comprises a top sheet 37 having a next sheet 38 disposed disec4ly 
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thereunder, with additional sheets of material 12a disposed under the next sheet 38, all sheets 
collectively forming the pad 36 of sheets of material 12a (one edge of the top sheet 37 lifted 
for illustration purposes only). The sheets of material 12a are generally aligned, and may, 
optionally^ but not by way of limitation, be connected together via a bonding material (not 
shown), such as, but not by way of limitation, a pressure sensitive adhesive. 

It will be appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment 10a may also be provided 
via a roll of sheets of material 12a (not shown). Such a roll may provide one, or a plurality, 
of decorative pop-up attachments 10a (not shown). Such a plurality of decorative pop-up 
attachments 10a would likely be separated by perforations, permitting each one to be easily 
separated from the roll (not shown). Alternatively, a plurality of decorative pop-up attachments 
10a contained within a roll of decorative pop-up attachments 10a would be easily separated 
from a roll via a dispenser having a cutting edge (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 4-5 

Shown in Figure 5 is a decorative pop-up attachment 10b constructed from a sheet of 
material 12b, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment 10b is disposed on and connected 
to a pot 40. 

The flower pot 40, illustrated in Figure 4, comprises an upper end 42, a lower end 44 
and an outer peripheral surface 46. The upper end 42 has an opening 48 that is formed in the 
flower pot 40, with a portion of the flower pot opening 48 intersecting the upper end 42 of the 
flower pot 40 forming an inner peripheral surface 50 and a retaining space 52. A rim 54, 
namely a thickened "collar," surrounds the opening 48, and extends circularly around the upper 
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end 42 of the flower pot 40, The flower po, opening 48 is si*d and shaped for receiving a 
flora, groupmg, the flora, grouping betag reained „ fc ^ ^ fl rf ^ ^ ^ 
40 (not shown). 

The .en, -flower pof meaus any ^ bf Mnlainer used „ hold , ^ ^ 
Bxampies of flower po* 40 use, fa ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

pots, plastic flower pots, fiber flower note m At„i » 

nower pots, metal pots, paper mache pots, glass flower pots, 

baskets, and any combination thereof. 

In a method of use, as shown in Figure 5, the deooradve pop-up a«aehment ,0h is 
drsposed adjacent the outer penphera, surface 4o of the p« 40. The decoradve pop-up 
aUachmen, ,0h is posmoned upon the outer peHphd*, s«ce 4d of me po, 40, and counted 
■> flte outer periphera, surface 4d of the pot 40 vra a honding rMteda, 33h. When the 
decoranve pop-up .d« ,„ b is ^ .„ fc ^ ^ ^ ^ 
decoranve pop-up attactaent 10b ^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ 

I. wil! he ma, the decoradve pop-up adactoen, ,0h ceuid he 

dtsposeu adjacon, the inner penphera, ^ 50 of fc ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

connected Utereto (not shown, „ m be ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

decorative pop-up atuchmen, may he he,d in ptade via hodding mdtdria, whtoh connects to the 
PO. (no, shown,, or, sitemauveiy, hy a (hedona, engagement me mder paip hera, 
»f.ue 50 of mepo, mm any growing medium ^ floral ^ ^ ^ ^ 

"chained in me po, 40 (no. show,,, o, in a«er ahemadv, hy any „me r means or memod 
known in the art. 
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The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 6-9 
Shown in Figures 8-9 is a decorative pop-up attachment 10c constructed from a sheet 
of material 12c, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is disposed on and connected to 
a wrapping containing a floral grouping 55. 

"Floral grouping", as shown best herein in Figure 7 and as used herein and means fresh 
cut flowers, artificial flowers, other fresh and/or artificial plants or other floral materials and 
may include other secondary plants and/or ornamentation which add to the aesthetics of the 
overall floral grouping 55. The floral grouping 55 comprises a flower portion 56 which may 
comprise either a bloom or foliage portion and a stem portion 57. However, it will be 
appreciated that the floral grouping 55 may consist of only a single bloom or only foliage (not 
shown). "Floral grouping" as used also includes any living- plant which is contained within a 
flower pot as described herein. Such a floral grouping 55 

may include, as well as a flower portion 56 and a stem portion 57, a root portion contained in 
a growing medium or other material (not shown). 

As mentioned previously, the floral grouping 55 may be wrapped or held in a wrapping. 
The wrapping may be formed from a floral wrapping sheet of material 58 wrapped about the 
floral grouping 55, as shown in Figures 6-8. Such a floral wrapping sheet of material 58, as 
shown in Figures 6-7, has an upper surface 59, a lower surface 60 and an outer periphery 61. 
It will be understood that the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 has the same or similar 
characteristics as those previously described herein for the sheet of material 12 which forms 
the decorative pop-up attachment 10. 
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In a nrchod of fonning a wrapp^ ^ , flora , ^ ^ rf ^ ^ ^ 
A- W i„ g 55 is on *. fl« te of maleria| 5 , „ ^ , ^ 

7. A, ,eas, one portion Sf ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ 

one o te portion of te fld*, ^ ppfag ^ of ^ ^ „ ^ „ ^ , ^ 
fonning a wrapping 62. „ M „ be ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ ^ * — m ,o secure .e flora, 

™PPn.g shoe, of marena, 58 in fce ^ ^ ^ ^ , f ^ , ^ 

abou, a flora. grouphrg „ i» „. s . ^ No . ^ ..^ a ^ 

January 26, 1993, which is hereby incorporator he™ hy reference. 

^ Wrapping 62 has an upper end 64, a ,owes end 66 and an onrer periphery snrfaco 
68. An opening „ mBrsects upper ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

reraining space 74. The fl oraI m „ „ ^ fa fc ^ ^ „ ^ ^ 

62. » opc^ng ,0 « tatersecls «, , ow m w , ^ a _ ^ 76 ^ wMch 

0-c - porrion 5 7 of Ure flora, grouping 55 Mtend , „ ^ ^ ^ 

*e iower end 66 of rhe wrepprng 62 is Cosed (nor shown). Fu1her , „ ^ be ^ ^ 

"re upper end of ft. wrappmg 62 may a,so be Cosed (no, shown,. 

'»a m e t hodo,use, t hedec 0ral iv 6 pop^ attKhnlent ,0c is disposed adjacen, »e ourer 

peripheral surface 68 of the wrannina *o tu j 

wrappmg 62. The decorahve po^p attictaent !0c fe 

-pen the outer periphum, 6g of ^ ^ ^ ^ fa ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

P^pherai snrfhco 68 «. wiping 62 via *e bonding 33 c. When c^necto, ,o fl* 

w^PPing 62, M e decode p„p.„p attactoeilt ^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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It will be understood that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c could be disposed 
adjacent to the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62, and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto (not shown). In this instance, the decorative pop-up attachment 10c is 
connected to the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62 via the bonding material 33c, 
or, alternatively, via a functional engagement between the floral grouping 55, the decorative 
pop-up attachment 10c and the inner peripheral surface 72 of the wrapping 62, or, in another 
alternative, between overlapping folds of the floral wrapping sheet of material 58 which forms 
the wrapping 62; It will be appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment 10c in these 
embodiments (not shown) extends a distance from the wrapping 62 (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the wrapping 62 may, alternatively, be crimped about the 
stem portion 57 or any other portion of the floral grouping 55 (not shown). Such crimping or 
gathering permits the wrapping 62 to closely engage the stem portion 57 or other portion of 
the floral grouping 55 (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 10-13 

Shown in Figures 11-13 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOd constructed from a sheet 
of material 12d, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOd is disposed on and connected 
to a sleeve which forms a wrapping 62d containing a floral grouping 55d. 

Such a sleeve may be formed from a continuous web, may be formed from one sheet 
of material, may be formed from two sheets of material, or may be formed from a plurality of 
sheets of material. The sleeve remains in a flattened state when not in use. To use the sleeve 
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described herein. ,he s.eeve tnnat b, opened md Md opa , (Q ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i 
renting space fo, a flora, ^ « Wb e ta * ^ of ^ ^ 

"* " - «tf **** herein for sheets of materia,. 

In the present instance, bu, no. by way of mum, the aleeve nflUzefl as a wrapping 
62d herein is panned ^ , co nItau „„ s ^ m ta m uppcr ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
and an o„,er peripheral suffice 68 d. Wneh * steve „ „ ^ „ ^ ,„ 

an opentog 70d intersects the apper end 64d fonSig an inne, periphera, anrfaca 72d end a 
retailing apace 7<d. Snch sieeves are disbioseo in bod, U.S. Pa,en, No . 5,572,85!, enflfled 
"Hah, Package Having A DefichaWe S,eeve And Mefltods-. issued t0 Weoer, Noven.be, ,2 
1996, and U.S. Patch, No. 5,625,979, entifled » S ,eeve Having A Detach*. Portion Fomnng 

A Skirt Arid Methods", issued to Weder a kwt i_ 

weder, May 6, 1997, which are hereby incorporated by 

reference herein. 

I. wifl be appeared, as shown in Fig^ea 11,3, that . flora, gK.nptog 5 5d is disposed 
in the reutotog apace 74d. The opening 70d naua„y a,so in^ «» , ower ^ m fonning 
a tower opetong 76d in the ^ m K we „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

such aa musdated herein (Figures ,,-,3), ,he stent p„ rt ,o„ 57d of ,he flora, .onpnrg 55d 
e*edds therethrough. Ata^ivCy, the ,ower end m may be Cosed (no, shown,. ,„ , 
ftaher ahemative. the Upper end 64d of flae capping m nay ^ be ^ ^ ^ 

to a mefltod of use, aa shown in Fignr* HM ,. * flora, g^g 55d „ ^ ^ 
«- wrapping 62d, widt « 57d disposed into to opetag 70d to * npper end 64d 

of dae wrapping 62d. the floral grouping 55d is retained in the refitotng space 74d, and the 
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flower portion 56d of the floral grouping 55d is disposed adjacent and/or near the upper end 
64d of the wrapping 62d, while the stem portion 57d of the floral grouping 55d extends 
through the lower opening 76d. 

As illustrated in Figures 11-13, the decorative pop-up attachment lQd is disposed 
adjacent the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping. 62d. The decorative pop-up 
attachment lOd is positioned upon the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d, and 
is then connected to the inner peripheral surface 72d of the wrapping 62d (Figures 12-13) via 
a bonding material, or, alternatively, via a fnctional engagement between the inner peripheral 
surface 72d of the wrapping 62d, the decorative pop-up attachment lOd and the floral grouping 
55d (not shown), or in another alternative, by any means and/or method known in the art. 
When connected to the wrapping 62d, the decorative pop-up, attachment lOd extends a distance 
from the wrapping 62d. 

It will be understood that the decorative pop-up attachment lOd could be disposed 
adjacent to the outer peripheral surface 68d of the wrapping 62d, and positioned thereon and 
connected thereto via thp bonding material 33d, or by any other means or method shown and/or 
described herein, or known in the art (not shown). In this instance as well, the decorative pop- 
up attachment lOd extends a distance from the wrapping 62d (not shown). 

It will be appreciated that the wrapping 62d may, alternatively, be crimped about the 
stem portion 57d or any other portion of the floral grouping 55d (not shown). Such crimping 
or gathering permits the wrapping 62d to closely engage the stem portion 57d or other portion 
of the floral grouping 55d (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 14-20 
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Shown in Figure 17-20 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOe constructed from a sheet 
of material 12e, which is exactly like the decorative P o P - U p attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-u P attachment lOe is disposed on and connected to 
a sheet of material forming a pot wrapping, which is wrapped about a pot 40e. 

The pot wrapping is formed from a second sheet of material 78, Figure 14, which is 
sized to wrap a pot 40e. It will be appreciated that the second sheet of material 78 has all of 
the characteristics described earlier for the sheet of material 12. 

The second sheet of material 78 has an upper surface 80, a lower surface 82 and an 
outer penphery 84. The second sheet of material 78 may or may not having a bonding 
material thereon (not shown). 

In a method of use, a pot 40e is disposed on one surface, in this example, but not by 
way of limitation, the upper surface 80 of the second sheet of material 78. The second sheet 
of material 78 is wrapped by an operator about the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e, 
forming the pot wrapping 86. One such pot wrapping is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,1 1 1,638, 
entitled "Method For Wrappmg An Object With A Material Having Pressure Sensitive 
Adhesive Thereon", issued to Weder, May 12, 1992, which is hereby incorporated by reference. 

The pot wrapping 86, when formed, has an upper end 88, a lower end 90 and an outer 
peripheral surface 92. An opening 94 intersects the upper end 88 of the pot wrapping 86 
forming an inner peripheral surface 96 and a retaining space 98, which holds the pot 40e and 
which is adjacent the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e. Optionally, the pot wrapping 
86 may also have a skirt 100 which extends from the upper end 88 of the pot wrapping 86, as 
shown in Figures 17-20. 
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The decorative pop-up attachment lOe is shown, in Figures 17-18, to be disposed 
adjacent the outer peripheral surface 92 of the pot wrapping 86 via a bonding material, or via 
any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe, when disposed adjacent the outer peripheral surface of the 
pot wrapping 86, is positioned on the pot wrapping 86 then connected to the pot wrapping 86 
via a bonding material 33e, or via any other means or method known in the art. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe is positioned on and connected to the pot wrapping 86, the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe extends a distance from the pot wrapping 86. 

Alternatively, as shown in Figures 19-20, the decorative pop-up attachment lOe may 
be disposed adjacent the inner peripheral surface 96 of the pot wrapping 86. In this instance, 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is usually disposed adjacent both the inner peripheral 
surface 96 of the pot wrapping and the outer peripheral surface 46e of the pot 40e. The 
decorative pop-up attachment lOe may be connected to the pot wrapping 86 via frictional 
engagement, a bonding material 33e, or any other means or method known in the art. When 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe is positioned on and connected to the pot wrapping 86, 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOe extends a distance from the pot wrapping 86. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 21-25 

Shown in Figures 22-25 is a decorative pop-up attachment 1 Of constructed from a sheet 
of material 12f, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOf is disposed on and connected to 
a preformed flower pot cover 102. 

A preformed flower pot cover 102 is illustrated in Figure 21. One such similar 
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T'' '° ^ e ' * " S ~ > «*> ***** by 

"***"■ " fl0W " ,ower e„6 , 06 «, 

" 108 ' ^ ' '» * - » **. preform 

- ,04 . «* ^ rad ,« ^ ^ ^ ^ _ |)8 

is the base 116. Optionally, the preformed flower pot cover 102 may have a skirt 118 which 
extends from the upper end 104 of the base 116. 

preformed flower pot cover 102, as shown in Figure 22 In A- 

21 In 11118 manner > the outer peripheral 
surface 46f of the pot 40f is adiaeen, th~ ■ . - . 

adjacent the inner penpheral surface 112 of the preformed flower 
pot cover 102. It will be appreciated that thf. n^nr 

^ 1501 40f » or W P<»t shown and described herein, 

may contain a floral grouping 55f 

" * '"**'*' "~ show, in ^ ^ 

*e oeeorahve po,» p attach™, 19f „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

adjacent the outer peripheral surface 108 of the Prefonr,^ n 

tne preformed flower pot cover 102. is positioned 
upon the preformed flower pot cover 1 02 anH , 

P cover 102 and connected to the preformed flower pot cover 102 

v, a bonding material 33f or * an y other means or method shown an,, deseed herein 

o^inthea, Wh, the d ^ ve ^ ^ ^ fc ^ ^ 

connected to the preformed flower pot cover 102 th. w 

P cover 102, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf extends 

a distance from the preformed flower pot cover 102. 
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Alternatively, as illustrated in Figures 24-25, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf may 
be disposed adjacent the inner peripheral surface 112 of the preformed flower pot cover pot 
wrapping 86. In this instance, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf is usually disposed adjacent 
both the inner peripheral surface 92 of the preformed flower pot cover 102 and the outer 
peripheral surface 46f of the pot 40f. The decorative pop-up attachment lOf may be connected 
to the preformed flower pot cover 102 via frictional engagement, a bonding material 33f, or 
any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or known in the art. When the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOf is positioned on and connected to the preformed flower pot 
cover 102, the decorative pop-up attachment lOf extends a distance from the preformed flower 
pot cover 102. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Fieures 26-27 
Shown in Figures 26-27 is a decorative pop-up attachment lOg constructed from a sheet 
of material 12g, which is exactly like the decorative pop-up attachment 10 and the sheet of 
material 12, except that the decorative pop-up attachment lOg is disposed in the center of a 
floral grouping 55g. 

The decorative pop-up attachment lOg is connected to any portion of the floral grouping 
55g, that is, the flower portion 56g and/or the stem portion 57g, via a bonding material (not 
shown), or, alternatively, via a frictional engagement, or via any means or method known in 
the art. It will be appreciated that the floral grouping 55g may be disposed in a pot (not 
shown), or in a wrapping formed from either a floral wrapping sheet of material or a sleeve 
(not shown), or in a pot wrapped in a pot wrapping (not shown), or in a pot disposed in a 
preformed flower pot cover (not shown). 
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.n . »m of use, decorative pdp-np insert , 0g „ ^ ^ fc ^ 

^ " 5% fc ^ " ^ * pop-up insert ,0g is dtsposed 

- *e fl d« 558 Slri * the decode ehd 30g and me dnsig. Mcia 32g 

flower portion S6g of the floral grouping 5 5 6 . 

m Embodiment, and Mrti^ t. „ f ^ ^ 
Shown in Kgn.es 2 g. 31 md dsWfhereu, by fc ^ ^ ^ ^ 

material. The floral sleeve wranner ton „~ 

wrapper 120 compnses a sleeve 122 which may be formed ta, 

~" " ~ - a,eeve ,22. It win Be appeared 

*" * 4f "- W - "* „„ Ife ed to form me sleove ,22 

h4Ve m " " * U **** «** » sneeu of mnfeHa, 

- sleeve ,22 is „ fte „ ^ ot fa ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

sleeve 122. 



— ,23. An opening 136 intersects both the tipper end ,24 and the lower end m 

- inner ^ * . fliW ^ ^ ^ _ ^ 
Shown,, me ,ower e. , 26 is closal « , ^ „ , ^ ^ ^ ^ fc _ 
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embodiments, the upper end 124 is closed, often after a floral grouping is disposed therein (not 
shown). 

In this embodiment, the decorative pop-up attachment lOh is formed integrally with the 
sleeve 122. The decorative pop-up attachment lOh has a decorative end 30h which extends 
5 a distance from the sleeve 122, and which has design indicia 32h thereon. It will be 
appreciated that the decorative pop-up attachment may be formed from the same sheet(s) of 
material, or web, as the sleeve 122. It will also be appreciated that the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOh may be formed separately, then may be permanently connected or incorporated 
in the sleeve 122, either before, during, or after the formation of the sleeve 1J22, as well It 
10 will be understood that when a floral grouping 55h is disposed in the sleeve 122, the decorative 
^ pop-up attachment lOh extends a distance from the sleeve 122. 

Sleeves, and their construction, are well known in the art and sleeves are commercially 
available, as are various devices and mechanisms capable of forming sleeves. One example 
of such sleeves is found in U.S. Patent No. 5,497,881, entitled, "Floral Grouping Wrapper And 
15 Methods", issued to D. Weder March 12, which is hereby incorporated by reference herein; 
^ another example of sleeve formation, as well as the use of crimping, bonding material and pull 
tabs with such sleeves, is found in U.S. Patent No. 5,428,939, entitled, "Method For Crimping 
A Wrapper About A Floral Grouping", issued to Weder et al. July 4, 1995, which is also 
hereby incorporated by reference herein. 
20 In a frequent manner of construction, a first sheet of material and a second sheet of 

material will be sealed together to form the sleeve 122, with a substantial portion of the first 
sheet of material laying adjacent the second sheet of material, and the sleeve 122 being 
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na to „ y ^ „ , flattaW * ^ Mc (Kgm 28) ^ opened , y ^ ^ 
be,d in « „ pened positio „ ^ 29) ^ ^ im ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

» flora, ^ ^ - fiU is fonned a ^ ^ , ft ^ bc ^ ^ ^ 
and retained in the floral retaining space 134. 

* flora, feve wrapper ,20 ccnprises fc sleeve , a ^ fc ^ 
a«aohn,en, ,» fa* «^ flora, W Jft ^ 30) ^ 

M 55b ^ * c floraI ^ ^ B4 ^ ^ ^ Mh ^ m) ^ 

and conned ^nafly in „ floral relaW „ g ^ m rf fc ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

described in detail below. 

A bonding maeria, (no, stora) may be ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
aarfaee ,32 of.be s ,eovo ,22, or, a, tm a, iv o, y , te bondmg ^ ^ be ^ ^ & 
o-er « w ,28 of duo sl oev. ,32 (no, sic™, A bonding ma , CTi a, may no disposed on bofl, 
«he inner S urfaee ,22 and ,bc ou,er surface ,28 of te s,eeve ,22 (no, shown,. Fmhe r, i, wi„ 
be apprecia,ed that lhe sleeve , 22 may be ^ Qf ^ ^ 

In a general mechod of use, illustrated in Figures 29 30 

rigures 2K-30, al leas, a pomor , of ^ j ora | 

grouping 55b is d,sposed wi W „ sleeve ,22 (F igrae 3 0, ,„ some applied, *, ste m 

"PPer ,24, fl,e _ ^ 57h oto ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

aleeve ,22. Ho flower portion 5oT, of fc flora, duping 55b is .berefore deposed near to 
upper end ,24 of ihe *«. ,22 and to flower portion 56h floraJ ^ 5ft „ ^ 
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visible via the upper end 124 of the sleeve 122 (Figures 30-31). In some instances, the flower 
portion 56h of the floral grouping 55h may extend above the upper end 124 of the sleeve 122, 
in other instances, the flower portion 56h may extend below the upper end 124 of the sleeve 
122 (not shown). 

In one method of use (Figures 28-30), an operator provides a flattened sleeve 122 
(Figure 28) and a floral grouping 55h. The operator then opens the sleeve 122 (Figure 29) at 
the upper end 124 and holds the sleeve 122 in an opened position, thereby expanding outward 
and widening the floral retaining space 134 such that the floral retaining space 134, when the 
sleeve 122 is in an opened position, is sized to both receive and retain a floral grouping 55h 
therein. The operator disposes the floral grouping 55h into the opened sleeve 122 via the 
opening 130 in the upper end 124 and assuring that the floral retaining space 134 is widened 
and expanded outward, proceeds to insert the stem portion 57h into and, often, through the 
lower end 126 of the opened sleeve 122, the lower end 126 of the sleeve 122 frequently having 
the narrowest diameter (Figures 29-30). By inserting the floral grouping 55h into the sleeve 
122 in this manner, the flower portion 56h is also disposed in the floral retaining space 134 
of the sleeve 122 and the flower portion 56h is disposed close to and/or adjacent the upper end 
124 of the sleeve 122, the upper end 124 frequently having the widest diameter (Figures 29- 
30). In this manner, the floral sleeve wrapper 120, having a floral grouping 55h contained in 
the sleeve 122, is created. 

The sleeve 122 may be crimped about the floral grouping 55h, as shown in Figure 31. 
The crimping is conducted by an operator after the floral grouping 55h is disposed in the 
sleeve 122 by gathering and crimping at least a portion of the sleeve 122 about the floral 
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grouping 55h, often in the area of the nnrt - en. 

me Stem P° rtl0n ™ of the floral grouping 122. Such 

crimping may be conducted by hand, bv efasnina a „H u , • ,, 

y ana, oy grasping and substantially encompassing with one or 

more hands the lower end 126 of the cw„» ,-v, • „, ■ • . 

the sleeve 122 m the area of the stem portion 57h and evenly 

the flora, grouping 55, It will be appreciated that if the sleeve 122 is crimped in an area 
having bonding material (not shown), the bonding materia, wii, assist in holding the crimped 
area in a crimped position. 

ITe a,eeva ,22 ^ m be ^ by ^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ 
above, and a ^ motion 10 ^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
bo* cmnped aa previoffily ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

po«on 5,1 of fl* flora, ^ 5a> ^ sleeye ^ atem portion 57h beiaag aoufcd 

for «»np,«, b « „ by way of Umi ^ abom fc ^ pon . on ^ ^ ^ 

^ ° f ' '° 8 M * » CHraptag flora, ^ ^ floral sleeve 

-appars abou, fl bra , wfags „ ^ md ^ ^ ^ paiMi No s ^ ^ 

"Mchod For Crim p,„ g A Wrappe, AbM A Floral ^ tag , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
« a,., wb ,ch has b ee„ lnco „ orate(i by ^ ^ ^.^ ^ ^ ^ 
"ndaraood ta any portion of any an^n, shom ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
to crimping, 

Aflc^vajy, fl* sleeve 122 ^ remain ^ ^ ^ ^ 

daapoa* upon fl,e afcave ,22, n*y canaa fc a,eeva ,22 ,o oondiog* aonna* ,o pornons of 
"*« * **" 122 '° <** or c,oa.,y (landing, aa * 
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appreciated, upon the amount of bonding material and the amount of the sleeve 122 which 
overlaps and connects to itself) to the floral grouping 55h. 

When the floral grouping 55h is disposed in the sleeve 122 by any method shown 
and/or described herein, or known in the art, the sleeve 122 substantially surrounds and 
encompasses a substantial portion of the floral grouping 55h, and the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOh extends a distance from the floral sleeve wrapper 120. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 32-39 

As illustrated in Figures 32-39, a pot sleeve 136 may also be provided, to dispose over 
a flower pot 40i alone, or most frequently, over a flower pot 40i having a floral grouping 55i 
disposed therein, or, in another alternative, about a growing medium having a floral grouping 
disposed therein (not shown). The pot sleeve 136 is formed by any means or method shown 
and/or described herein, or known in the art. It will be understood that the pot sleeve 136 is 
substantially flat until opened to receive a flower pot 40i. It will be appreciated that the pot 
sleeve 136 has substantially the same attributes and characteristics as that described above for 
the floral sleeve wrapper. 

It will be understood that the pot sleeve 136 is substantially flat (not shown) until 
opened by an operator. It will also be appreciated that the sheet of material, web, or multiple 
sheets of material utilized to form the pot sleeve 136 may have any or ail or the characteristics 
previously described herein for sheets of material. The pot sleeve 136 is often tubular or 
frusto-conical in shape, although it will be appreciated that any shape may be utilized, so long 
as the pot sleeve 136 operates in the manner shown and/or described herein. 

Pot sleeves 136 have been used to cover pots and containers. Some pot sleeves are 
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disclosed in U.S. Patent No *> <ii so A j 

No. 5,572,851, enMled, -Plan, Package Having A Detachable Sleeve 

A,d Methods", to* D. Wed, Ndvetoh* ,a, 19W , which „ hcreby ^ 

he*!, Po, ^ « MCKS of ta a,«al, * excess „ f ^a, so^ea 

torn*. pleaH folds, and * Ufce, it disetosed to U.S. Pa,» Ko. 5,«5, 9 79, ^ - sleeve 
H« g A D*** Fonning A sm - m Me(hods ,, jsMd . d ^ Mv 6 

.997, which la ^ i»« by ^ herei „. „ be ^ to( fa J 

AMm ' *" * *** 1% * "* *» «*r described hero. may have 

one or more gussets. Such eussets m ,v fnrm 

gussets may form an excess of material such as a single fold or 

may he formed in an y portion of any emhodiment shown herei. including, hut not fcnited to 
the side, ^ (ou^^e ^ r ^ ^ fc ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

or any combination thereof. Gussets are disclosed formM • , 

«c aisciosed formed m sleeves in U.S. Patent No. 

5,628,146, issued to Weder et al. May 13 1997 whirtl ic .* u . 

y 1*97, which is hereby incorporated by reference 



herein 



In this embodiment, shown in Fieures 3? « ^ 

figures 32-35, the decorative pop-up attachment lOi is 

fonned integrally with the pot sleeve 136 Th* a 

P 136. The decorat.ve pop-up attachment lOi has a 

— B6. The decode po,-up m ^ m 10i ^ design ^ ffl ^ ^ ^ ^ 
WMI m She dec^v, pdp-dp ^ ,« ^ formrf ^ fce _ ^ 

M ** ^ * P0 ' * - -» - ™^od A* *. decode pop- 
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incorporated in the pot sleeve 136, either before, during, or after the formation of the pot sleeve 
136, as well. It will be appreciated that when a floral grouping 55i is disposed in the pot 
sleeve 136, and the pot sleeve 136 is formed into a decorative cover, the decorative pop-up 
attachment lOi extends a distance from the decorative cover, as will be described in detail 
below. 

Turning to Figures 32-35, the pot sleeve 136 has an upper sleeve portion 138 and a 
lower portion 140, the lower portion 140 forming a decorative cover 142 (Figure 35) when the 
upper sleeve portion 138 is removed therefrom. Vertical detaching elements 144 such as, but 
not by way of limitation, perforations, are disposed in the upper sleeve portion 138, and non- 
linear circumferential detaching elements 146 such as, but not by way of limitation, 
perforations, are utilized to separate the upper sleeve portion 138 from the lower portion 140. 
The lower portion 140 may have a non-linear decorative edge 148 when the upper sleeve 
portion 138 is removed therefrom. Alternatively, however, the lower portion 140 may have 
a linear edge (not shown). In another alternative, the lower portion may, rather than having 
a non-linear decorative edge 148, or a linear edge (not shown), have a skirt 150 formed 
integrally therewith when the upper sleeve portion 138 is removed from the lower portion 140 
(Figures 36-39). 

It will be appreciated that when the pot sleeve 136 is disposed on the flower pot 40i, 
the pot sleeve 136 extends substantially over the outer peripheral surface 46i of the flower pot 
40i. Alternatively, however, the pot sleeve 136 may extend over a flower pot 40i already 
covered by a preformed flower pot cover or pot wrapper, the pot sleeve 136, or, as described 
herein, a portion thereof, often being torn away from the preformed flower pot cover or pot 
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wrapper after shipment and/Of delivery (mt ck* v T L . 

'very (not shown). In th.s embodiment, it will be understood 
that the portion remaining will have ■> a • 

have a decorative pop-up attachment lOi (not shown) 
The pot sleeve 136 may have a u^a- ■ 

- - , W Alteraaively , . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

penphefal surface 46i of the flower not anw 

ower pot 40, (not shown). In a further alternative, a bonding 
material may be disposed on both the pot 40i and «, 

P0t 401 30(1 Pot sleeve 136 (not shown). 
The pot sleeve 136 has an upper end i f o * t 

Wr end 152, a lower end 154 and an outer surface 158 
An opening 160 intersects the upper end 10 a * 

upper end 152 and, often, the lower end 154 as well, forming 

an uiner surface 162 anri a n** ~ + • • 

and a „ tetmmg ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

lower end 154 is closed or i< fnr»™~i 

< formed , . ctosed ^ ^ fc ^ ^ 

end 152 is closed, often after a 

after a pot, « . w ^ , ^ ^ ^ 

therein (not shown). 

^ stoe ^ I38 m m a iower OTd i6s ^ ^ 

140 also has an upper end 170 which begins at the „„„ r 

egins at the non-linear circumferential detaching 
elements 146 and a lower end 172. A base 174 ic h r 

A base 174 ,s defined between the upper end 170 and the 
lower end 172 of the lower portion 140 fh> , 

P nion 140. The upper sleeve portion 138 is removed via the 

**** ^ mm „ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

" '° Wer POn, °° ^ " **» "° " - - a ^ decor*. «, M8 , 
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35, and, as shown in this embodiment, the decorative coyer 142 is left with the decorative pop- 
up attachment lOi formed integrally therewith, and extending, a distance therefrom. 

In an alternative embodiment j illustrated in Figures 36-39, the non-linear circumferential 
detaching elements 146 are formed in the pot sleeve 136 such that, when the upper sleeve 
portion 138 is removed, the lower portion 140 is left with a skirt 15Q connected thereto, the 
skirt 150 extending a distance from the upper end 170 of the lower portion 140, such 
detachment again permitting the lower portion 14Q to form the decorative cover 142 having 
a skirt 150 (Figure 39). In this embodiment having a skirt 150, it will be appreciated that the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with the skirt 150, or be 
conriectable to the skirt 150 (not shown). 

The decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with the lower portion 
140 of the pot sleeve 136 (not shown). In this embodiment, the decorative pop-up attachment 
lOi is disconnected from the upper sleeve portion 138, or, alternatively, is readily 
disconnectable from the upper sleeve portion 13 8 (not shown). 

Alternatively, the decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed integrally with both 
the upper sleeve portion 138 and the lower portion 140 (Figures 32-39), In this alternative, 
the decorative pop-up attachment lOi may be formed into the upper sleeve portion 138 of the 
pot sleeve 136, may be contiguous with the lower portion 140, and may be detached via the 
vertical detaching elements 144 and/or the non-linear circumferential detaching elements 146 
(Figures 37-39), or by any other means and/or method shown and/or described herein, or 
known in the art. 

In a further alternative (not shown), the decorative pop-up attachment lOi is formed 
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M '» *» «• ^=b,e froh, te upper sieeve portion 

138 via any means ahdror m«*od tusciosed and/or shown herein, or known in the an. The 
decdradve pop-up ashmen. ,0i, in dhs «^ vffl, have & ahflfly to connect to to 
lower portion ,40, or, ahomadveiy, „4y he comected B lower ^ ^ ^ fa , ^ 
al.ern.dve, have «■« t0 ^ to , OT * ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ fc ^ 

of Ihe above-referenced ahemative, however, it will he appreciated rha, the deceive pop-up 
anaenmen, ICi wiU extend a dtstance from the lower portion 140/decorative cover 142. 

It will he appreciated that th. method of disposing a flow* pot 40, into the po, sleeve 
136 is generofly suhstantiahy sindiar ,„ to method aescnbed ^ fm § ^ 

grouping into a flora, aieeve wrapper. I, wiU he dnderatood dra, the fladened po, aleeve ,36 
(ho. mm wiU he opened hy an operator and he,d in an opened portion, therehy opening the 
po. fetoining space ,64 a sufficient amount to recdive a po, 40i, the pd, 40i usuafly tfspoaed 
with the tower end 44i, with the po, 40i flra, heing disposed h the opening 130 of the po, 
sleeve ,36, the outer periphera! anrKe 46, of the pot 40, disposed adjacent the ,ower end ,40 
of Ore po. a,eeve ,36, in the P o, KlaW ng ^ 164 . The p0( „ ^ ^ , ^ ^ 
55, disposed .herein, and the flora, grouping 55i, after insertion of th* po, 40, in .he po, a,=eve 
136, is retained in the po, 40i, ft. floral grouping 55i d,sposed adjacen, the upper sleeve 
portion 138 of the pot sleeve 136. 

When the po, 40i alone, or a pot 40i having a floral grouping 55i disposed .heroin is 
inserted inn, the po, s,eeve 136 hy any nt«hod shown and/or described herein, or known in 
•he art, me upper slttve ^ ,„ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

encompasses a mmm portion of the flora! grouping S5i. When th. upper dee ve portion 
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138 is removed, it will be understood that the lower portion 140 substantially surrounds the pot 
40i, forming, in this embodiment, the both the decorative pop-up attachment lOi and the 
decorative cover 142 having a skirt 150. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 40-49 

As illustrated in Figures 40-49, the pot sleeve 136j, which is substantially similar to the 
pot sleeve 136 shown and described herein previously, may be provided with a separate 
decorative pop-up attachment lOj, which is, or may be, connected to the pot sleeve 136j, but 
which is formed separately, and not integrally formed with the pot sleeve 136j. It will be 
understood that the pot sleeve 136j has substantially similar attributes and characteristics as 
those described previously herein for the pot sleeve 136 and the floral sleeve wrapper. 

As illustrated in Figures 40-44, the decorative pop-up attachment lOj is disposed 
adjacent the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j. The decorative pop-up attachment lOj 
is positioned upon the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j, and is then connected to the 
inner surface 162j (Figures 43-44) via a bonding material 33j, or, alternatively, via a frictional 
engagement (not shown) between the inner surface 162j of the pot sleeve 136j, the decorative 
pop-up attachment lOj and the flower pot 40j, or in another alternative, by any means and/or 
method known in the art. When connected to the pot sleeve 1 3 6j in this manner, the 
decorative pop-up attachment lOj extends a distance from the decorative cover 142j once the 
upper sleeve portion 138j has been removed (Figures 41-44). 

It will be understood, as shown in Figures 45-49, that the decorative pop-up attachment 
lOj could be disposed adjacent to the outer surface 158j of the pot sleeve 136j (Figure 46), and 
positioned thereon and connected thereto via the bonding material 33j, or by any other means 
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or method shown and/or described herein, „ r known in ^ ,„ ^ ^ „ ^ ^ 
decorative p„p.„p 4ta «« IQ j ^ .^ ^ te d— ^ ^ ^ fc 
upper sleeve portion I38j has been removed (Figure 49>. SpeofficaUy, in bom alternatives 
stated above, me decorative end 30j etrtends a distance fan the decorative cover formed fiom 
the pot sleeve 136j (Figures 4344 and 49). 

The decorative pop-dp attachment lOj may be connected ,o the lower portion ,40j of 
the po, sieeve ,36) (Figures 43-44 and 49). fc dtia embodiment, the decode pop-up 
attachment lOj is no, attached to the upper sieeve portion iisj, or, ahentadveiy, if connected 
to the upper sleeve pdrdon .38), is readily disconnects from m upper sieeve pordon 138) 
(no, shown). „ wi., be appreciated ma, when the upper sieeve portion 138J is disconnected 
from the low* portion ,4dj, die decorative pop-up attachment lOj wi„ be connected to me 
Idwer pottion ,40} which fornts the decorative cover ,42j. and the decorative pop-up 
attachment 10j wHI ettend a diaance from the decorative cover ,42). „ wi,, bo 
appreciated thst the decomdve pop-dp attachment ,0j may be connect to any portion or area 
of the decorative cover ,42), including the skirt 150] (no, shown). 

It wil! be appreciated mat the method of disposing a flower po. 40) into the pot sleeve 
.36) is general* substantia,,, similar ,„ me memod described previously hereto. Any of me 
methods shown and/or described herein, or known in me ari, may be untied to p,ace me 
flower po, 40) in the pot sledve .36), so ,„„g « me dKorative ^ ]Qj . ^ 

adjaebnt the decordtive covet ,42). It wi,l a ls0 be appreciated to the decorative pop-up 
attachment .0) may be disposed upon, positioned „p„„ ^ connected to the po, wrapping 80) 
via any means or meihod shown and/or described herein, or known in me art. It win be 
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understood lhal when the upper sleeve portion 138j is removed, the decorative ,pop-up 
attachment will connect to, or remain connected to, the decorative cover 142j. 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 50-53 

As illustrated in Figures 50-53, a decorative pop-up attachment 10k, which is 
substantially similar to the decorative pop-up attachment 10 shown and described herein 
previously, may be provided to connect to a floral holding material 180. The floral holding 
material 180 (Figures 52-53) has an upper end 182, a lower end 184, and an outer peripheral 
surface 186. The floral holding material 180 has a soft inner surface, which permits the 
insertion of the stem portion 57k of a floral grouping 55k and/or a root portion (not shown) 
of a floral grouping 55k, as well as the insertion of a decorative pop-up attachment 10k. The 
floral holding material 180 shown in Figures 52-53 is frusto-conically shaped, although it will 
be appreciated that the floral holding material 180 may be any shape desired in any particular 
embodiment and/or application. The floral holding material 180 is constructed of a material 
capable of receiving at least a portion of a floral grouping 55k and holding or supporting the 
floral grouping 55k with or without a pot 40k. 

Floral holding material, and methods of using floral holding material, are disclosed, 
illustrated and described in detail in U.S. Patent No. 5,410,856, entitled, "Decorative Assembly 
For A Floral Grouping", issued to Weder et al. May 2, 1995, and U.S. Patent No. 5,402,599, 
entitled, "Floral Container Having A Water-Impermeable External Layer", issued to Weder et 
al April 4, 1995, both of which are hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

"Floral grouping" as used herein also includes, in addition to its earlier definition herein, 
a botanical item, and/or a propagule, and may include other secondary plants and/or natural or 
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synthetic ornamental materia which add to the aes.he.ics of .he overall flora, grouping. 

The .emr "bonunoal item- as used herein means a nanual or artificial herbaceous or 
woody plan,, rata singly or in combination. The .enn -botanical item" also metms any 
portion or portion, of nabura, or artifioiai herbaceous or woody plan* in c Wing aems , leaves , 
flowers, blossoms, buds, Moon*, cones, or roots, taken sutgly or in combinadon, or in 
groupings of such portions such as a bouquet or floral grouping. 

The .enn "propagule" as used herein means any shucture capable of being pmpagated 
or anting as an ageu, of reproduction including sends, shoo*, stems, runners, tubers, plants, 
leaves, roots or spores. 

The floral holding material 180 may be the type of material commonly referred to in 
the art as floral foam or Oasis™ or may be soi, or artificial soil or other earth composition or 
any combination thereof so long as the material is capable of holding a shape and capable of 
receiving and supporting the floral grouping 55k, with or without a pot 40k. The flora, holding 
material ,80 may also be capable of receiving and holding water and/or an irrigant for 
supplying water and/or nutrients to the floral grouping 55k. 

The term "irrigant" means any aqueous solution used to irrigate any pan of the floral 
groupmg 55k disposed within the flora, holding material 180. The irrigant may be tap water 
or may further compose water having fertilizers, salts, nutrient,, hormones and/or other 
substances dissolved or suspended therein. 

In a method of use, the flora, grouping 55k is disposed in the flora, holding material 
180 such that the majority of the root portion (not show.), if any, is disposed in and retained 
within the flora, holding material 180, and at least a portion of the stem portion 57k of the 
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floral grouping 55k is at least partially extended into and disposed into the soft inner material 
of the floral holding material 180. The flower portion 56k of the floral grouping 55k generally 
extends a distance above the floral holding material 180. 

The decorative pop-up attachment 10k is connected to the floral holding material 180 
via the second side 22k, which is the end opposite the decorative end 30k, although it will be 
appreciated that any portion, i.e., any side, of the decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be 
inserted into the floral holding material 180. The second side 22k may be formed in a blunted 
manner, as shown in Figure 50, or may be formed as having at least a portion of a point (not 
shown), to facilitate disposing the decorative pop-up attachment 10k in the floral holding 
material 180. A portion of the decorative pop-up attachment 10k, as described above, is 
pushed into the floral holding material 180 and is held within the floral holding material 180 
by a frictional engagement therebetween (Figure 52). The decorative pop-up attachment 10k 
may also have a bonding material 33k disposed thereon, as shown in Figure 53, so that the 
decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be bondingly connected to the inner peripheral surface 
50k of the pot 40k either before or after the addition of the floral holding material 180 to the 
pot 40k. Alternatively, however, the decorative pop-up attachment 10k may be frictionally held 
in place between the inner peripheral surface 50k of the pot 40k and the floral holding material 
180 (not shown). 

The Embodiments and Methods of Figures 54-56 
As illustrated in Figures 54-55, a decorative pop-up attachment 10m, which is 
substantially similar to the decorative pop-up attachment 10 shown and described herein 
previously, may be provided to connect to a floral holding material 180m, which is identical 
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.0 .he „« ho,d,„ g toletw 180 deScHbed previoMly hercjn ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^ W " UP a ~ "** ■» ' **** « ' ft** df a how ,90 oo tte decorative 
^ ^ " *«* ** - * *up ahaeiooeo, 

U* pop-op ahaehtoeo, ,0* „ eoodeeted to toe flora, Mdiog m a,oria, ,80™ 

as deaefihed pre™*,, * „ 6tM ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

3*0 which «*W . photograph, or , , ^ of a ^ ^ ^ ^ 

pop.upahaoho.eh, 10m is connected to the floM holding matenal „ m v manner ^ 
ao*o r described heeeto, or tao wh to toe m . teribed ^ ^ ^ 

«» inher periphera, SO* of d,e p„, <0m via toe boodiog .oatena, 33m, or via a 

fiichooo, en„ heoveeo toe 00,0, paifhm] ^ 50m of fc „„, 40m ^ fc ^ 
holding material 180m. 

ha aootoer aoernauVe, ao mm mv » ^ „ ^.^^ ^ ^ rf fc 
doeovadve pop-opa^ ,O raff igore 56). ^ ^e deooraUve pop-Op ataho-eo, ,0m 

decoradve e„d 30™ of toe decode pop-op mactmeal , 0m ..^ Ww ^ ^ 

the opposite surface, such as the lower surface 16m nf a 

surtace 16m of the decorative end 30m of the 

decorative pop-up attachment 10m (not shown. Th, a 

m mot shown). The decorative end 30m may follow the 

outline, generally, of the contours of tho fw u ,r>- 

ntours of the first bow (Figure 56) and/or the second bow (not 

^mxy, however, the decretive end 30m of * decorative pop-up attachment 
^ may fbrm any g^etnc, not.geometric anchor as_ shape, which may not 
— y coincid^th the out* contours of a bow, or a first bow and/or a second bow (not 



48 



WO 99/60552 



PCT/US99/11380 



shown). 

Changes may be made in the construction and the operation of the various components, 
elements and assemblies described herein or in the steps or the sequence of steps of the 
methods described herein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
defined in the following claims. 
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Claims: 

1 A decorative pop-up anachmem f or connecling I0 an jKm . 

penpherv and aving a deceive end having teign indlcia ttaeo , ^ 
sizedsmallenhantheomerdiamelerofanitem ctoimatenal 

from the i,™f„ h , "''^W-W^^^tea^cewzy 

2 h ' ™ S eSiS " M * °" » d «*» ^ decorative pop- 
up attachment is connected rn rhp ir^ *u ^ ucwiauve pop- 

only a portion of the item ^ a ' taChmeM *» 

1 Adec °™-POP- U pa..ach m en,forcon„ec.i„ gl oani,e m ,com P nsi„<,. 

adcc 7'-P<'P-"P»"achme„ I , 1 ncludi„gashee,of m a l enal h avin.rn 0 mer 
penpbery and having a decorative end havin. 

des,g„ ind ,c ia thereo , the sheetof ^ sm|ierihan fce 

the sheet of material formed integrally with the nem 

deco «,* eTcl "JlT"** """" attaChmem ' S P ° Si,i0ned °" ,hC ' ttm such *• 

3 The decorative pop-up attachment of claims , „ r 2 wherein me decotat, ve pop-up 
attachment father comprises a bonding material. P P 

le ■ afl Z""" 8 ' ™ PPin§ ' ' S 2 ^ " ° P-f-ed flowerpot 

matenal haa a thtckpeas ,„ a range of about 1.0 mils to about 30 mils. 
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portion of the outer periphery adjacent the decorative end follows an outline of the design 
indicia such that the decorative end is complementary in shape to the design indicia thereon. 

8. A method for using a decorative pop-up attachment with an item, comprising the steps of: 

providing a decorative pop-up attachment, comprising a sheet of material having an 
outer periphery and having a decorative end having design indicia thereon, the sheet of 
material sized smaller than an outer diameter of an item; 

disposing the decorative pop-up attachment on the item; and 

positioning the decorative pop-up attachment on the item whereby the decorative end 
of the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item for displaying 
design indicia on the decorative end. 

9. A method for using a decorative pop-up attachment with an item, comprising the steps of: 

providing a decorative pop-up attachment, comprising a sheet of material having an 
outer periphery and having a decorative end having design indicia thereon, the sheet of 
material sized smaller than an outer diameter of an item, the sheet formed integrally with an 
item: and 

positioning the decorative pop-up attachment on the item whereby the decorative end 
of the decorative pop-up attachment extends a distance away from the item for displaying 
design indicia on the decorative end. 

10. The method of claims 8 or 9 wherein in the step of providing a decorative pop-up 
attachment, the decorative pop-up attachment further comprises a bonding material. 

11. The method of any one of claims 8 - 10 wherein in the step of disposing the decorative 
pop-up attachment on the item, the item is further defined as a pot, as a pot wrapping, as a 
sleeve wrapping, as a sheet wrapping, as a pre-formed flowerpot cover, as a floral grouping, 
as a pot sleeve wrapper,. as a floral sleeve wrapper, or as a floral holding material. 

12. The method of any one of claims 8 - 11. wherein in the step of providing a decorative 
pop-up attachment, the sheet of material is constructed from a material selected from the 
group consisting of paper, cellophane, foil, plastic film, metallized film, fabric, fiber, burlap, 
and any combination thereof. 

13. The method of any one of claims 8 - 12 wherein in the step of providing a decorative 
pop-up attachment, the sheet of material has a thickness in a range of about 1.0 mils to about 
30 mils. 
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14. The method of any one of claims 8-13 wherein in the step of provide a deC orative 
Pop-up attachment, at least a portion of the outer penphery adjacent the decoratL 7 
f Hows an outhne of the des,gn indicia such that the decorative end is complement in 
shape to the design indicia thereon. momentary in 
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